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Chinae Newton, Miss Benedict,
poses with President Swinton
after the campus-wide students’
tribute event to him.

Celebrations begin for President Swinton
to honor his ten years of service to the college

By KRYSTEL ROLLE
STAFF WRITER

r. David Swinton, the 13th
D president of Benedict, was
“lost for words,” after being
honored by ahost of special guests
and dignitaries and receiving tribute
after tributein aspecid program this
month to recognize the numerous
achievements he hasmadeiin histen
years as president of the college.

Among the many dignitarieswho
took part were Columbia Mayor
Baob Coble; City Councilman E. W.
Cromaetie; Dr. Hiram Spain, Jr.,
executive secretary of the Baptist
Educational and Missionary Con-
vention of South Caroling; and Myr-
tle Gordon, president of the Edge-
wood/Read Street Community
Improvement Cooperative Council.

From the college community came
tributes from Dr. Milton Kimpson,
vice chair of the college’'s Board of
Trustees; Ethel Taylor, president of
the Benedict College Nationd Alum-
ni Association; Trystin Frand's, pres-
ident of the Student Government
Asociation; and Dr. Richard Miller,
senior vice president for Academic
Affairs.

Dr. Ruby Watts, executive vice
president, presided over the com-
memorative event, and Barbara
Moore, vice president for Institu-
tional Advancement gave the pur-
pose of the occasion.

The keynote speaker for the occar

Dr. Swinton and his wife, Mrs. Patricia Swinton, with one
of their daughters and son’s-in-law, and their granddaugh-
ter, who is sitting in Mrs. Swinton’s lap.

sonwasthe Rev. Aidsand F. Wright-
Riggins, |11, executive director of the
Nationa Ministries American Bap-
tist Churches, USA.

Perhaps the most attention getting
part of the program was the unusu-
al student tribute, which came just
before the keynote speaker.

Bopping onto the platform stagein
the HRC arena, Senior Class Pres-
dent Ali Omar bellowed out, “give
it up, people, giveit up.” Thenashe
snapped hisfingers, he cdled on his
back up stage crew and the audience
to join in with his beatnik finger
snapping. Hejokingly said Swinton
promised every student $100 and
every senior $500 for clapping for
him.

He then performed a spoken word
poem in aneo-soul, hip-hop style.
The poem, written by English major
Towanda Tisdale, began, “The old
African saying ‘It takes avillage to
raise a child is a true statement
indeed.” In a staccato
rhythm, Omar ticked
off alist of Swinton's
accomplishments:
increasing the college's
enrollment, indtituting a
host of new athletic,
academic, and special
programs; and spear-
heading a massive com-
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munity and Campus (Left to right) SGA President Trystin Francis, Columbia City Councilman E.W Cromartie,

With everyone standing and
applauding, Omar’s performance
nearly stole the show. Also taking
part in the musical and dance trib-
utes were members of the Harold
Odom Dance Thesater, who put on a
stage performance reflecting differ-
ent facets of the black experience, to
the crooning of Angie Stone's
“Black Brotha’. The gospel choir
sang “ Say the Word” and a com-
bined concert and gospel choir per-
formed Nina Simone's “To Be
Young, Gifted and Black,” one of
Swinton's favorite artigts, which fol-
lowed the wind ensemble s rendition
of Marvin Gaye's “What's Going
Oon?

The Fine Arts Department orga-
nized the lively performance section
of the program, but several depart-
ments were represented.

After the sudents tributes, the ora-
tor Wright-Riggins compared Swin-
Continued on page 6
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Photo by Ali Omar
One of the many flags on poles
surrounding the campus in honor
of Dr. Swinton’s 10th year as
president.

building and renovetion  Columbia Mayor Robert Coble, College Minister the Rev. Glenn Prince and Executive

effort.
The audience loved it.

opening commemora-
tion program to Presi-
dent Swinton.

Ali Omar doing spoken Dr. Aidsand F. Wrigh
word poetry during the giving a few words of
praise at the commem-
orative program.
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Students shower Swinton with gifts
year commemoration

The Harold Odom Dance Theatre expressing their tributes in
honor of President Swinton.

Vice President Dr. Ruby Watts prepare themselves for the college’s dedication to Dr.
Swinton to begin.

Various photos by Ali Omar, Krystal Rolle,
Tameika McLemore, and G. A. Shabazz

A

Members of the SGA

present Dr. Swinton with
a golden eagle during the
student tribute earlier
this month.

at opening of his 10th

By KRYSTEL ROLLE
STAFF WRITER

ow that Dr. David Swinton

has reached histenth year as

president here at Benedict
College, hisgod in the yearsto come
isto finish what he has started.

“1 want the faculty and staff to be
ableto provide qudity service and to
assist studentsin being the best that
they canbe” he said in an interview,
after being honored by Benedict Stu-
dents at thefirst event this semester
for his 10th year commemoration.

Swinton said he wants graduation
ratesto go up and failure rates to go
down. He never wantsto haveto let
students go because of bad grades, he

sad, aswhat happened last semester
when a record number were sus-
pended.

“Benedict isn't where | want it to
be right now. | want every student
who comes here to graduate. | want
them to want to study, to succeed, and
to perfect themselves,” he said. “It's
achdlenge” headmitted, “but | want
students to leave with the highest
degree of motivation and with a
desire to succeed.”

Swinton also revealed his plan to
retire within the next ten years.
“Beforel retire | want to have things
so that when | leave it wouldn't mat-
ter, and my assstance won't be need-
ed,” hesad.

At the student commemorative

event, which over 800 stu-
dents atended, Swinton sat
alonein areserved place
for him on the front pew of
Antisdel Chapel as severa
student organizations paid
tribute to him.

Tributes were made by
the gospel chair, various student ath-
letes, the Harold Odom Dance The-
atre, the NGOMA dance group, the
Inter-Fraternal Council, and Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc, of which Swin-
ton isamember.

Swinton was paid tribute in song
by the gospel choair. After which Min.
Darryl |zzard, choir director, pre-
sented him with agift. Antoine Miles,
Johnathan Randolph, and Rahman

President Swinton as he accepts his gift from Trobathian
Johnson, a member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.,
and Nadia Muhammad, Miss Phi Beta Sigma.

Day performed ajazz tribute. Repre-
sentatives of each class aso present-
ed Swinton with gifts.

A specid presentation came from
members of the Student Government
Association, which sponsored the
event. SGA President Trystin Fran-
cis presented Swinton with abronze
eagle and then Zandra Chinae’ New-
ton, Miss Benedict, rendered the song

Continued on page 6
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Al Sharpton:

By KRYSTEL ROLLE
StAFF WRITER

LL ears ago |
begged presi-
dential candi-

date Al Gore to bring up
issues concerning the
African American commu-
nity while he was running
for president, but he didn’t
do it,” Tom Joyner, well
known national radio per-
sondlity, said at arecent campus raly
for Democratic candidate the Rev. Al
Sharpton.

Joyner and Sharpton were here afew
days before the S.C. Democrétic Par-
ty primary in February.

“He (Sharpton) spesks directly about
our issues and comes up with practical
solutions,” Joyner said. “With Rev.
Sharpton, we are represented. If he
doesn't bring it up, it won't be brought
up,” hetold aTiger News reporter after
theraly.

Democratic presidential hopeful the
Rev. Al Sharpton spoke before a
packed crowd in Benedict's Swinton
Center while campaigning in South
Carolina. He expressed his concerns
for the state of African Americansin
South Carolina and around the nation.

“No one wants to talk about race
because it divides us, but until we are
even, we need to talk about it,” he said.

CAMPUS SAFETY

Krystel Rolle

“Wewill not be taken
J seriously until we
take ourselves seri-
oudy. We have to be
serious about our-
selves. | want to see
us have palitical pow-
e

Sharpton admitted
that heisnot taken as
a serious democratic
candidate, “but I'm
the only one running
you can't lose with,” he declared.

“Not mentioning your plightswill not
solve the problem,” Sharpton said. “I
was the only Democratic candidatein
the Civil Rights Movement, even
though | am the youngest of the can-
didates.”

Going on to talk about the primary
in South Carolina, Sharpton sad, “The
issueiswhether you vote for yoursdlf,
not for Al Sharpton, because if who
wins represents what's wrong, then
you don’t win anyway. Tuesday is
about defining what we want this par-

Sharpton said heis prepared to fight
unemployment, to bring back regula-
tions of big businessss, to rescind Pres-
ident Bush's tax cuts, to guarantee
health care to al citizens, and to get
American soldiers out of Iraqg.

“Bush brought usto war under alig,”
he said, “saying that we werein immi-
nent danger and that Saddam Hussein
was hiding weapons of mass destruc-
tion.”

The audience responded with laugh-
ter as he continued. “No man with
weapons of mass destruction would
hidein arat holewith mice and apis-
tol,” he commented.

Sharpton said blacks can play foot-
ball together, and go to war together,
but still are not equal. “They offend
you when they don't need you. I'm the
only one to mention race and the Con-
federate flag. The Confederate flag rep-
resents hate and davery and people are
till trying to retionalise the flag.”

“They say we need to have peace, but
they don’t want peace. They want to
have quiet. They want usto shut up,”

‘Blacks need to take themselves more serlously

L]
T

(Above) Democra-
tic presidential
candidate, Al
Sharpton speaking
at the Township
auditorium in
Columbia.

(Right) Former
Democratic presi-
dential candidate
Wesley Clark also
paid a visit to
Benedict during
South Carolina’s
primary weekend.

ty to stand.”

he said.

Photos by

“ Bush brought us to war under a lie, saying that we were in imminent
danger and that Saddam Hussein was hiding weapons of mass
destruction. No man with weapons of mass destruction would hide in a

rat holewith mice and a pistol.”

Al Sharpton, Presidential Candidate

Andre Buckland

Former Democratic presidential candi-
date Howard Dean tried to win some
support at the Township auditorium rally.

What if there’s another ice storm
or other emergency? BC is ready

By GEoOrGE MosEs I
STAFF WRITER

pus Safety, the Office
of Community Life, and
the Physical Plant know

that anything can happen, from an
ice storm to a power emergency.
If it does, they are ready.

Those departments have prepa
rationsin placein case of unex-
pected emergencies, such aslast
month’s citywide power outage
that left three off cam-
pus apartment complex-
es without power.

Students who live in
off campus housing had
to evacuate their apart-
ments because of the
power outage, which
lasted three days. The
college moved the stu-
dents to the Swinton
Center (where females
stayed) and to the Little
Theater (where males
stayed) for temporary
shelter.

Although there were
complaints, mogt affected sudents
accepted the unplanned need to
change their housing arrange-
ments. “The evacuation plan for
the power outage was adequate.
Community Life did al they
could do at the last minute,” said
senior Rashon Jones.

Physica Plant Director Hayward
Green said the off campus stu-
dents were brought to campus for
their own sfety. “We did not want
to put them in harm’s way by
trangporting them back and forth,”
he said. Many of the streetlights
were out for awhile and hundreds
of homes and apartments were
without power.

He a so said they wanted to see
that the students had adequate
shelter including restroom facili-
tiesand close access to the cafe-

teriafor their mesls.

Tiger News asked officids from
Campus Safety and Community
Lifewhat preparationsthe college
hasin place if such emergencies
occur in the future. The Tiger
News |learned that Benedict has
what it called an “Inclement
Wesgther Operation Plan” for the
safe movement of faculty, staff,
students, and campus visitors.

According to a manual of the
plan, the Office of Student Affairs
is“committed to providing ahigh

Photo b;/ Naim Zarif

Community Life Director Bridget Jones
(right) gives students directives for the day.

level of security servicesto the
college community and improv-
ing the college ability to deal
effectively with problems caused
by inclement weether as perceived
by the community.”

The manual stated that Com-
munity Life outlines the evacua
tion route for studentsif the pow-
er goes off completely, supplies
each dorm with flash lights, and
worksto keep studentsin the dor-
mitories from rushing but staying
cam in such an emergency.

Physical Plant isresponsible for
sating the walkways and pave-
mentsto help reducethelikeiness
for injury. The hedlth center works
with Campus Safety and Com-
munity Life to maintain safety.
Two staffers from the heglth cen-

Continued on page 6

Benedict opens new community park
and recreational faC|I|ty to the publlc

By OmaAR Davis
STAFF WRITER

enedict’s newest contribu-
B tion to the Columbia com-

munity — amodern, fully
equipped community park — was
recently dedicated and opened for
public use.

The park, located on the corner of
Laurel and Heidt Streets, includes
two full-sized basketbd| courts, an
adventure playground for kids, a
walking trail, and two full-5zed ten-
nis courts.

Benedict held a dedication cere-
mony for the park earlier thismonth,
in collaboration with the Benedict-
Allen Community Development
Corporation. Among the participants
were President David H. Swinton
and William D. Gregorie, fidd office
director of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Devel opment.

“The park isonly asense of what
isto comefrom Benedict College”
Gregorie said. “We can't stop here
because we have alot of work to
do.”

Thispark steisdirectly behind the
Oak Street dormitory. Itispart of an
extensive housing and community
revitalization effort in the areathat
the college has been engaged in over
the past severd years The new park
adds to that community revitaliza-
tion effort, which has been focused
on the Waverly areanear and around
the college, from Harden Street to
Two Notch Road.

The Benedict Community Park, as
it is caled, was funded with a
$380,000 grant from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Devedopment. Severd of the entities
and individuas who were respons-
blefor the gift and its multipurpose
fecility were recognized.

It was announced that the facility
on the Ste—which had been afor-
mer house and was doneted and ren-
ovated —will be called the Lamar
Advertising Multipurpose Enrich-

. ———

program
break in the
| new park

1 equipment.

ment Center A Benedlct coach and
an assistant coach will manage the
park and have an officein the facil-
ity.

The children’s choir from the
Benedict Child Development Cen-
ter performed for the park’s dedica
tion.

Mohammed Faiz, a member of
Benedict's tennis team, which will
usethe park for practices, cdled the
park abig investment “which will

Photos by Donald Holmes
Benedict Community Development
Board members Myrtle Gordon
(left) and Gardenia Fair (right) lead
the way in the ribbon cutting cere-

serve the community very well.” mony for the community park.
“Before the tennis team had to
travel to practice. Now withthenew  team more successful. We now have

park, hopefully thiswill makethe — asuifficient areato practics,” hesad.

CAMPUS EVENTS

MARCH

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH
NATIONAL NUTRITION MONTH

2 Founders Day Convocation

1-5 Mid-Term Examinations

8-12 Spring Break

13 Liberian Art Collection Exhibition Opens
16 All College Assembly: Women'’s History,

Antisdel Chapel, 11 a.m.
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Dr. Stacie Jones chosen ‘Outstanding Woman in
Technology’ by national black engineering society

One more feather in her cap for this accomplished academician,
engineer, scientist and U.S. defense systems devel oper

By ALl OmMAR
EDITOR

ot only does Benedict have
N outstanding students but

faculty aswell. Now, one
more faculty member has received
some nationa recognition. Sheis
Dr. Stacey Franklin Jones, dean of
the School of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM).

Jones was recently honored asthe
2004 Outstanding Woman in Tech-
nology by the National Society of
Black Engineers or NSBE, asit is
cdled.

NSBE is one of the largest stu-
dent run organizationsin the coun-
try and probably the most pivota
black engineering society in the
country. lts mission isto increase
the number of culturaly responsi-
ble black engineerswho excel aca-
demically, succeed professionaly
and positively impact the commu-
nity.

Jones award falsunder NSBE's
Golden Torch program, which
annually honors some of the best
and brightest technology profes-
sionalsin the country in the fields
of technology, engineering, gov-
ernment, business, and academia.

Jones, who came to Benedict as
professor and within a short while
was named chair of the Mathemat-
ics and Computer Science Depart-
ment, said sheis greatly apprecia-
tive of this recognition.

“Thetiming is especidly reward-

Photo courtesty of Dr. Stacey Jones
Dr. Stacey F. Jones, on the cutting
edge in technology, science, and
engineering, has brought her out-
standing talent and expertise to
Benedict, where she achievements
can and have been a role model
for others.

ing as NSBE's theme this year is
‘ Strengthening the Pipeline to Suc-
cess,” Jonestold Tiger News.

While her latest recognition is
quite an honor, Jones career
accomplishments did not just begin.
She has been recognized for her
significant contributions to the
development of defense systems
for the United States military and
itsalies.

Most notable is her design and
coding of algorithmsfor the beam
controller modules of the ANJAPQ-
164 Offensive Radar System,
which netted her a Westinghouse
Engineering Achievement Award.

It comes as no surprise that Jones
is such an accomplished individ-

ual, having graduated magna cum
laude from Howard University in
Washington, D.C. with adegreein
mathematics and computer science,
and having received a masters
degreesin engineering and applied
science-technical  management
(with honors), as well as another
mastersin numerica science, from
Baltimore's prestigious John Hop-
kins University. This, ontop of her
pioneering accomplishment asthe
firgt black woman to receive adoc-
tor of science degree in computer
science from George Washington
University in Washington, D.C.

In addition to her personal and
carer achievements, Jonesisasdf-
less contributor to the Benedict
community. She hasindituted such
exciting programs here as“ Xtreme
Technology Day” to encourage
high school studentsto enroll in
technology and scientific disci-
plines.

Along with her innovative pro-
grams, Jones hopesthat her diverse
background in industry, her work
as an engineer, and her work man-
aging thework of integrated teams
of engineers and scientists will
serve as aprimer to the* pipeling’
for the success of minority youths.

“l hope to become a greater
resource for engineering students
and those new to related profes-
sons, while connecting with senior
industry and academic profession-
dsaswdl,” shesad.

Her achievements already speak
to this and her outstanding work.

BC librarians share the art of
storytelling with school children

By KRISTEN ARCHIE
StAFF WRITER

enedict College library staff
B members recently invited

grade school students from
one of Columbia's most successful
black-owned privete schoolsfor so-
rytelling sessions, as part of the
library’s Black History Month activ-
ities.

The faces of the 23 little three-
year-oldsfrom the V.V. Reid Ele-
mentary School lit up in anticipa-
tion as they listened to Benedict
archivist Mary L. McAfee and ref-
erence librarian Bridget V. Sledge
promise they would have some
wonderful storiesto
share.

ested and attentive, which
helped to reinforce for
them their understand-
ing of rhyme and
morals.

Asked how
the story tdling
helps educate
youth about
black histo-
ry, Sledge
answered,

“This helps to
open up their values and gets
them to read more.”

Thisisthe goa of the library by
inviting the children to Benedict -
to get them interested in reading
more and to help them recognize the

“Thisevent is put
together every year

“My kids and | really did enjoy the

for Black History i ! i
it Ztk())rytel li ng. I'm aIV\_/ays” talking
McAfee said, out Benedict to thekids.

. Aguisitiomsgbrar- LaTishaMcCanic,

Ian Beetrice Sumter V. V. Reid Elementary

made special crafts

just for the event, School teacher,

and as storyte”ers 2000 BenedICt gl’aduate
McAfeeand Sedge

read to the children, their smiles ~ mordsin the Soriesthat areread to
grew wider. them.

Lucky for them they had the
chance to hear such booksas*“The
Fat Cat Sat on the Mat” by Nurit
Karlin; “Miss Violaand Uncle Ed
Lee” by Alice Faye Duncan; and
“The Magic Orange Tree,” which
was recited from memory.

Instead of just reading from the
books, McAfee used cregtive visu-
al techniquesto tell her stories. At
the sametime her vivid expressons
meade the children even more inter-

Along with the children camether
teacher LaTishaMcCanic. Asked
whether she enjoyed the Storytdlling,
shesad shedid. “I redly did enjoy
this | dwaystak about Benedict to
thekids” shesad.

McCanic, hersalf 22000 Benedict
graduate, said she hopesto bring the
children to Benedict again. The
librarians ended the sessions with
lots of beggies, filled with vaentines
and other delightsfor their guests.

NEWS BRIEF

HIV affections on therise among

southern black male college sudents

A recent risein HIV infections among black mae college studentsin
North Carolinais leading to fears that the disease could be spreading
among black male college students throughout the South.

“It'sapublic hedth emergency,” declared Dr. Peter Leone, HIV med-
ical director of the North Carolina State Hedlth Department.

Officias said the upsurgeis driven by young men having risky sexu-
a encounters with other men. Typicaly they do not consider themsealves
to be gay or bisexua and may have girlfriends as well.

In addition, most of the affected students said they did not know they
were et high risk for HIV, despite frequent high-risk behavior without
condoms with different male partners.

South Carolinaranks seventh in the nation in per-capitaincidence of
HIV. Three out of four personsin the state with HIV are black, athough
blacks make up only one-third of the state’s population. Nationwide,
an estimated 900,000 people have HIV.

New political party formed for black voters

“We mugt stop supporting African American puppets and creste apar-
ty of sincere African-Americans, whose souls are not for sale,” said
Ledie B. Johnson, president of anew political party formed for voters
who want a change from the usua politica parties.

In apressrelease, from his office, Johnson said the god of the African
American United Political Party isto send Americaa politica message
through unifying black votesin the upcoming presidentia election.

He asks that interested persons contact him at 866-395-1996 or go to
www.aaupp.org. for more information.

Educator s past and present recognized on

Alumni/Community Empower ment Day

Severa campus departments, along with the Black History and Cul-
ture Commemoration Committee, got together earlier this month to pay
homage to educators, past and present, from Benedict College.

The goal of the event wasto look back at famous periods during the
Civil Rights Movement, which helped to boost equal education for
African Americans. They specificaly recaled the landmark Supreme
Court cases of Brown v. the Board of Education and Briggs v. Elliot.

Both cases, which have roots in the segregation days here in South
Caraling, left an inddlible imprint on the shape of education in this coun-
try, especially on schools and education systems throughout the South.
The cases together probably did more than any other to end legally sanc-
tioned school segregation and institutionalized racism by states and
school's across the country.

Local area churches and community members participated in the
enriching activities, many of which were designed to educate arearyouth.
There were ord presentations from Benedict students and comments
from advocates of minority education.

Among the presenters were S.C. NAACP President Dr. Lonnie Ran-
dolph and Benedict’s own longtime educator
Naomi Dreher. She has served for many years
as aprofessona development school consul-
tant and hasworked in education in various pos-
tions for over 60 years, including 17 years at
Benedict.

Mrs. Dreher, who implemented some of those
dessgregation decisonsin schodl systemswhere
sheworked, noted that when integration came,
it brought about some tremendous changes for
blacks and whites, some that people could not
cope with and somethey were not prepared for.

Before young people go out in education
today, she said, they need to understand what
happened before, and how many of those his-
torical decisions are still impacting African
Americans today.

News Briefs compiled by Ali Omar and G. A. Shabazz

Photo courtesy of Mrs. Dreher

Mrs. Naomi Dreher, one
of Benedict’s longtime
educators, was recognized
on Alumni-Community
Empowerment Day. Mrs.
Dreher, who has over 60
years in education, has
seen many changes in
education, which have
impacted the entire com-
munity.

Call Me Mister program presents literary
& musical tribute to black preachers of old

By DIONNE CHANDLER
StAFF WRITER

As part of arecent all college
assembly held last month, scholars
inthe Cdl Me Migter program pre-
sented aliterary and musical trib-
ute featuring excerptsfrom the play
“God's Trombones,” written by
composer and writer James\Weldon
Johnson.

The presentation was atribute to
those ol d-time preachers who could
creste discussonsthat filled the soul
and ears.

The scholars performance was of
such old-time spirituals as“Rockin
InDaLand,” “Let My People Go,”
“Precious Lord,” and, to end the
program, “Everybody Say Amen.”

The Cal Me Mister program
invited students from local schools
to be apart of the assembly as hon-
orable guests.

Benedict's Cal Me Migter schol-

Photo by Andre Buckland
For their presentation during black history month, the BC
jazz band performed tunes from legendary jazz greats such
as Miles Davis and Sammy Nestico.

arsmentor and help teech local de
mentary and middle school chil-
dren. The Little Theater inthe Fine
Artsand Humanities Center, where
the performance was held, was
filled with grade school and Bene-
dict sudents, who clapped and sang
aong.

Cedric Anderson, one of the“Mis-
ter” scholars, said the program was

away to show unity among black
men.

Cdl Me Mister Program Collab-
orator Edward Hill commented thet
“If each one teaches one, what a
wonderful world thiswould be.”

The Cdl Me Migter program con-
sgsof mae education mgors, who
have an interest in teaching ele-
mentary school children.
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By ALl OmMAR
EDITOR

I f | hear the phrase,

“the problem with

black falksis...” one
more time, | think | am
going to scream!

From my perspective, |
can tell you one problem
with some black folksis
thet they wait until it istoo
late to be informed.

This comment arises
from South Caralinds pri-

mary weekend earlier

Photo by Andre Buckland
Wes Clark supporters holding up campaign signs on a Columbia corner,
as they canvassed for votes during South Carolina’s primary week.

last month.

If you can remember, the Friday
before the Tuesday primary, al of
the Democratic presidential candi-
dates were in town to volley for
South Carolinians vote. Political
activities were happening all over
town.

Two of the candidates - Al Sharp-
ton and Wedey Clark - even came
to campus to talk personally with
those willing to listen.

| was surprised when more than
one of my felow sudents asked me
these two questions: “What are all
these people doing on campus?’ and
“Who arethey?’

My immediate mental reaction
was, where have you been for the
pest year?

| don’t know about you, but for
past eight months or o, | haven’t
been adleto pick up anewspaper o
enjoy my favoritetelevison st-com
without seeing something about the
upcoming presidentia election.

Now, politics doesn't have to be
your hobby in order to hear about
the latest news, but this particular
event has great significance in our
history and has been constantly in
the news. How could you missit?

| guarantee you, the same people
who have not been aware of the lat-
est politicad issues are the same peo-
ple who predominately watch the
videoson BET and MTV, with no
regardsto theloca 11 o' clock news
or to CNN. It islikethe joke come-
dian Chris Rock tells about
N*****’S and bOOkS. o N*****’S

Stop being politically ignorant;
your future might depend on it

heteto read!” he says. I'm begin-
ning towonder if it'sjust ajoke. 4
Thisisacommon lesson that
most of our parents chastised
us about regarding our home-
work: “You can't add two

, but | bet dl X
sl immaniel “MEN M- Wp M g
" th irked. der-

Sh e Wk HOuEN- A [

Thisisnot anissueto be con- 'BIVEI H#FS‘ ﬂsr g
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students constantly refer to

themselves as adults. So, then

will be determined by what

happens at the pollsin November

2004

=

__Anekca

fused with using excuses like
“nobody told me” or “I didn’t

act like it. Adults should not INEEELMGEQDC ﬁ"i’E
have to be reminded that the G]C ﬁ: E EI‘*&FL

know.” At Benedict College,
next four years of their lives '

Photo by Andre Buckland

| didn’'t writethisarticleto bdlittle
those who are uninformed, but to
serve as aword of caution about
something that’s going to affect our
everyday life.

Ironicaly, those who need to read
this probably won't. Can those of us
who do, get theword out?

All kinds of activists, like this pro-
tester holding a sign against same
sex relationships at a campaign
rally at the Township, came out
during the primary season. You
don’t have to agree or disagree
with everything. Just stay
informed.

“| guarantee you, the same people who have not
been aware of the latest political issuesarethe

Photo by Na'im Zarif
Get ‘yo’ read on — In an attempt to expand
his mind, senior Terrell Bryant loads up on
overstocked free books provided by the library.

same people who predominately watch the videos
on BET and MTV, with no regardsto thelocal 11
o' clock newsor to CNN.”

Ali Omar, Editor

Friendship ...do you know the real meaning?

BY SHERIKA PRINCE
STAFF WRITER

I t hes often been said thet birds

of afeather flock together. So

what  about
you and your
friends? Are you
al gicking togeth-
er through thick
and then? Areyou
encouraging each
other through the
rough times, or are
your friends
nowhere to be
found?

Friends are sup- [#
posed to be there for
each other in times
of need. Isn't that
what theword ‘friend’ means?

“I have acouple of friends. My
friends are always there when |
need a helping hand. We do not
have any drama, and that iswhat
isimportant when you are search-
ing for afriend,” saysmy friend
La TrichaWilliams.

As| observe people on campus,
| can see that some of us do not
know the meaning of friendship.
Friends do not pick at you
because you don't have the things
that they have. Instead, they try
to help you. Friends are not jedl-
ous of each other. My mother
once told me that you can count
your real friends on one hand.

S0, just because a person con-
siders him or herself to be your
friend does not mean that he or
she is your friend. | have had
plenty of friends who made me
not want to trust or confide in
anyoneat al.

You mugt redlize that there are

Sherika Prince

some good people are out there.
Just be careful. When | was a
freshman, things were different.
Nobody in the freshman class
knew each other, but now since
we have been
here for almost
four years things
aredifferent. For
example, some
people see you,
yet they don't
speak to you.

You need to
find people who
have  similar
goals and
morals, who

want to suc-

ceed inlife. It

is hard being
young and finding peoplewho are
gable, who have the drive to suc-
ceedinlife.

If you find agood friend, you
will know he or sheisreally a
friend from the way he or she
treats you. You will not haveto
wonder if your friend talks about
you when you are not around.
You will complement each oth-
er'sneeds. That is an important
factor when you are looking for
afriend, for someone to spend
time with, to study with, to cry
and laugh together.

When you have a good friend,
there is no such thing as peer
pressure. Your friend will under-
stand that you just don’t do cer-
tain things. If you prefer not to
smoke, drink or club, it will be
okay.

| am abeliever that people do
grow gpart. But don't let anything
deter you from the meaning of
friendship. Being afriend does not

require alot of money; it s not
what you can do for them. It's il
about giving and having a shoul-
der toleanon.

Thisisanew year. It istimeto
turn over anew lesf. Everything
you let go by last year doesn’t
have to be that way thisyear.

Iigiei INlews
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POETRY FOR DR. SWINTON'S COMMEMORATIVE 10TH YEAR

A salute to Dr. David H. Swinton

By TowANDA TISDALE
RAP BY RONNIE MANN & ALl OMAR

The old African saying it takes a

village to raise a child,

Is a true statement indeed.

Carrying out this journey,

Is somewhat hard to believe.

Eyebrows have been raised,

Along with fierce, cruel, sometimes harsh
comments.

But he is not one to back down from
nonbelievers and naysayers.

So, we indulge in this opportunity to express
our appreciation.

For some, seeing is believing, while others walk
by faith,

Against trials and tribulations of today’s
academic race.

The Tigers of Benedict College stand tall and
walk proud,

Traveling in the footprints made by Dr. Swinton.

Thus far, we have honored his tenure through
music & words spoken from page,

Now we’ll step aside, as the Harold Odom
Dance Theatre perform dances of praise.

Let me bring to your attention a few other
things,

Like the school’s enroliment and innovative
programs.

To the School of Honors and the return of
football,

Dr. Swinton is definitely a man on a mission.

He’s changing things for the better.

So take heed of what he brings.

| will pause—to let it marinate,

As we listen to the choir sing.

Editor’s Note: Thiswas the poem and rap performed in honor of
President Swinton at the opening10th Year Commemoretive event.
They were read during the Student Anniversary Jam. The Tiger
News wanted to share them with you. (All rights reserved by the
authors. Do not reprint without permission.)

RAP to the Man

Imma say the word when | flow of the track

It's a privilege to be young, gifted and Black

Keep your hand on the plow. Man ya gotta hold on
Imma sing my song like Marvin—"“What'’s goin’ on”
What's goin’ on is a salute to the man...

The man with the plan and the best college in the land
Our voices ring like a sturdy band...

Give it up for the 10th Anniversary Jam

(BC!' BC! YOU KNOW! YOU KNOW!)

BC, BC, You know, we're goin’ fast,

It's been ten years now we're ahead of the class.
Increased enrollment over 100%,

Just in case you didn’t know I'm talking PRESIDENT,
Dr. D - H - Swinton ain’t spittin’ nothing but the truth,
He went to Harvard. Yo, my man is smooth.

Can't forget about the School of Arts & Sciences,
Eva since your tenure (the) population comprises,
OF — 50%, strong male students,

At other B.C.U's the ratio eludes us.

Brought a new era with a couple of schools—
Professional programs, athletics enhanced,

A new football team with a distinctive band,

Got some A.P.T’s and some new buildings

We're Black powers for good, now we're takin’ a stand.
Our voices ring, like a sturdy band

Give It Up For the 10th Anniversary Jam!

| ndependent
film festival
shown at BC

By JANEEN TOOLE
STAFF WRITER

To help kick off Benedict's Black Histo-

ry Month celebrations, the Columbia

Film Society showcased a screening of
short films by black independent filmmakers
here on Benedict's campus.

The Columbia Film Society has been work-
ing closely with Associate Vice President for
Academic Affairs Dr. George Devlin and Social
Work professor Marjorie Hammock for the past
three years to introduce to the Benedict fami-
ly films they might not normally see in com-
mercial theatres.

The screening consisted of four short films:
Red Eye, directed by Kevin Gordon, which
depicted the lives of African American youth
through the eyes of different people; Positive
Attitude, directed by Deborah Marcano, a sto-
ry about a relationship a young woman began
through an ad with someone who, asit turns
out, is HIV positive; HISHER, by Nzinga
Kemp, areflective story of how awoman strug-
glesto find truthfulnessin her life; and My Nap-
py Roots by Regi Kimbell and Jay Bluemke, a
film about black people’s hair.

One student who attended the festival, Mar-
shaLogan, abusiness mgjor, said thefilmswere
excellent and very stimulating. “My favorite of
the four short films was My Nappy Roots
because of the reference the film made to the
Caribbean,” she said.

The screening of the films took place in the
Little Theatre, with free admission to the pub-
lic. Despite the attempt to pull in more students
to the screening, only about 50 people turned
out for the event.

Citron Shiver, a student from the College of
Charleston, who attended, said that the films
were very informative, especidly for Black His-
tory Month.

Retail

For a fimited tima, first-time buyers
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Did Janet Jackson gotoo far? Or, iIsshesmply
following trendsin entertainment today?

By INDIA MCKINNEY
STAFF WRITER

India McKinney

ylish  trends,
oves straight
ut of hip hop

comedy, movies such
as the box office hit
“You Got Served,”
along with harmoniz-
ing vocals, and agreat
deal of sex appeal are
the key elements that
drive the entertainment
industry today.

Artigs are cong stent-
ly drumming up new
and unusua ideas to
contribute to their outlandish dress
styles of high-water pants, reveal-
ingly skintight tops and low-riding
bottoms, and bright colors. Artists
are stunning their fans with ever
more shocking, sexy, and provoca:
tive performances.

The world-renowned pop icon
Janet Jackson paired up with N*
Sync's own sexy pop sensation
Justin Timberlake to perform the hit
song “Rock Your Body” from his
debut album Justified at the recent
Super Bowl half time show.

The controversial performance

Members of Outkast

Photo from heavenlycelebrities.com

when Jackson's wardrobe suppos-
edly mafunctioned, as Timberlake
ripped off her outfit, revealing her
right breest thinly covered in astar
shaped pasty, knocked the socks off
many aviewer. A firestorm of talk
began around the nation over
whether she should or shouldn’t
have, and whether her performance
was out of hand.

The reaction was mixed. Much of
it was critical against the Jackson
icon. Students here reacted, too.

Benedict student Jessica Burnette
of Hopkins said she was not offend-
ed by the performance. “ They did
agood job. It was the best Super
Bowl hdftimethisyear,” she said.

Others thought it was too much
off the top. Although Jackson was
covered from head to toe, and very
little actually was exposed, her end-
ing performance was too much for
many viewers.

“1 think alot of entertainers are
going overboard,” said senior and
mass communication magjor Sheri-
kaPrince. “It's all about our chil-
dren. That is our future. So, yes, it
was ‘Nasty’ for Ms. Jackson, but
like they said, Penny isall grown
up now.”

On the other hand, some Jackson
fansremain loya and supportive of
Jackson and her Super Bowl per-
formance.

“Janet Jackson isalegend aswell
asamediamogul. Her presence at
the Super Bow! aone helped to
increase the number of viewers
watching,” explained one student.

“Thisyear’s Super Bowl was not
only the mogt exciting, athletically,
but it was probably the most con-
troversa,” said the student. “ Janet
Jacksonisjust as‘Bad’ asher broth-
er Michael, so don't hate. CBS
knew that she was Miss Janet and

WE HAVE A SUREFIRE WAY
T0 PREDICT THE FUTURE.
HIRE YOU TO INVENT IT.

airforce.com.

Cyberspace controls and laser defense systems came as no
surprise to the U.S. Air Force. In fact, they came off our
drawing boards. No wonder we re always looking to hire
the best and brightest. You can leverage your degree
immediately and get hands-on experience with some of the
most sophisticated technology on earth. To request more
information, call 1-800-423-USAF or visit our Web site at

A 2
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U.S.AIR FORCE
CROSS INTO THE BLUE

‘Nasty’ when they extended the
invitation.”

Janet Jackson is not the only
entertainer pushing the limitsthese
days. It wasn't too long ago that
pop singers Brittney Spears and
M adonna French kissed on nation-
aTwv.

Photo from heavenlycelebrities.com
Janet Jackson

Artists are also doing their own
things in fashion as well as in
music. Teke the bizarre and viva-
cious rap duo Outkagt, for example.
They have brought whole new
formsto fashion and music.

But, are their new looks truly
trendsetting, or just away for the
artists to express their artistic per-
sonalities?

Mary Scott, a senior and comput-
er science major, said to her Out-
kast “are being themselves. They

always come out with something
different.”

Where do artists get such eccen-
tric tastesin clothes and use such
vivid imagination to coordinate so
many colors?

According to rapper Andre 3000,
thething right now isto act like you
haveno styleat al.

“Companies are getting rich off
clothes that ook torn, and worn. |
think it's important to dress again.
| think thet’s very important. It'sjust
great showmanship and style. |
think it goes back to African tribes”
he was quoted in an international
newspape.

“They're dways eaborate. They
wear face paint and beads and dirt
intheir hair and shit, making them
look like something else. You look
inthe mirror everyday and you see
the same thing. As an entertainer,
you see something new. Know
what | mean?’

Both Andre 3000 and fellow rap-
per Big Boy have taken their music
to awhole new level. They mix it
up with alittle blues, jazz, hip-hop,
rap and more, and many of their
songs are playing on radio stations
and music channels al over.

Being different, pushing the enve-
lope, and being as outrageous as
possible seems to be working for
many artists, even if they stir up
controversy. In fact, the controver-
sy only adds to the frenzy sur-
rounding them.

Celebration begins for President Swinton

Continued from page 1

ton to Jesus when he was on a
rocky boat with his disciples dur-
ing a storm. The disciples were
crippled with fear asthe boat tossed
and turned, so they woke Jesus up
to comeand cadmthe sea. “Swin-
ton has the ability to stay camin
the midst of the storm. Heis one
who possesses and protects uswith
unconditional love,” Wright-Rig-
ginssaid.

“Heis one with whom you fedl
protected,” he continued, and rem-
inisced on his days in elementary
school. Wright-Riggins said he was
onewho loved to fight, and the only
thingsthat saved him were hisfast
feet and hisolder sigter, Sandra. He
knew that once he could get him-
self in a position where he could
cdll out to her, hewas safe, and he
felt protected.

“Dr. David H. Swinton is like
Sandra” he sad. “ Swinton protects,
possesses, hears, pleases and part-
nerswith usfor the long haul .”

He left the stage saying, “ Thank

you, Dr. Swinton for making BC a
forcefor good in the 21t century.”

After the speech, Swinton told the
audience, “ You don’t do what you
do because you want to be honored.
You do what you do because it’s
theright thing. There are till lots
of thingsthat need to befinished.”

Before he leaves Benediict, Swin-
ton said he to wantsto ingtal grad-
uate programs, devel op the student
body to their full potentia, have a
graduation rate that “we can be
proud of, “and finish the multimil-
lion-dollar sports complex. His
most immediate goals are to get
“the student performance to where
we want it to be.”

Getting alittle emotional, Swin-
ton thanked his wife, whom he
referred to as “the wind under my
sails. That’'s my bride and she'll
always be my bride.”

After the ceremony, Swinton told
aTiger News reporter that he truly
appreciated the tributes. “It was a
nice program. Everyone did an
excellent job.”

Students shower
Swinton

Continued from page 1

“Wind Benesth my Wings.”

After being feted by different stu-
dent organizations, Swinton com-
mented, “ The real award isto see
students excel.”

Before he left the stage, he joked,
“Next time we're going to have to
find some more people to sit with
me on the front row.”

The students clapped as the pre-
sentations were made. TiaWilson,
ajunior majoring in biology, said,
“| particularly enjoyed the perfor-
mance by NGOMA. It was fresh
and new, and something | had nev-
er seen before. The whole event
was well organized. | enjoyed
myself.”

What if ...

Continued from page 2

ter are on call to assist studentsin
case of emergencies.

Meanwhile, Food Serviceswould
provide students with mealsin a
timely manner, and provide asched-
uleto Physical Plant and Campus
Sefety of medl ddlivery times.

“Campus security’s job is to
maintain the overall safety of the
campus, and to be responsible for
al emergencies,” the manua said.

In an interview with Community
Life Director Bridget Jones, she
said, “The adminigtrators here are
trying their best to support the stu-
dents, faculty, and saff and to make
surethat they are safe and secure.”
Community Life and other campus
departments say they are ready for

emergencies should any occur.
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HEALTH MATTERS:

HCM, a potential death threat for athletes

Three local athletes
die fromthe disease

By KEIANA PAGE
STAFF WRITER

icture a basketbal game. The
Psar of the team goes up for
adam-dunk, collapses, and

dies. Later, the cause of thissud-
den degth is pronounced asHCM.

Hypertrophic Cardiomyaopathy or
HCM, asitiscalled, isagenetic
heart condition. The disease affects
one out of every 500 people and a
disproportionate number of athletes
HCM causes the muscles of the
heart to thicken excessively. If
undetected, it can cause desth, epe-
cidly among athletes.

“It isthe most common cause of
sudden cardiac deeth in athletes,”
according to arecent report from
the Miami Heart Research Indtitute.
It isedtimated that 2.5 percent of dl
HCM patients die of the disease
each year.

For victims, the symptoms vary,
from shortness of breath, to heart
palpitations and black outs. Any-
oneisat risk for HCM, but young
athletes have been found to more
likely suffer the damaging effects
of this disease because they are
more likely to over exert themsdves
or engage in intensive physical
activity.

Keiana Page

Petricia Sims, mother of the late
Vic Sims, alocal high school ath-
lete who fell victim to the disease
last year, after a game of pick up
basketball at his schoal.

In an interview with the Tiger
News, Mrs. Sims, who has become
agtrong advocate for HCM aware-
ness, said athletes are more a risk
because of the strain put on their
hearts.

She said her son, who was a stu-
dent at Dutch Fork High Schooal,
may have lived if he had been
screened for HCM. “It isimportant
that athletes are screened for HCM
because thetest can savelives,” she
sad.

Thetest shereferred to for Hyper-
trophic Cardiomyopathy is an
echocardiogram, a painless proce-
dure, not only for HCM but other
heart diseases aswell. If given, a

number of heart conditions can be
detected.

Inlight of the recent HCM desths
of three Midlands area student ath-
letes and the heart alment desth of
a Camden student athlete, at least
one area high school, White Knoll
in Lexington, has begun offering
thetest to any student athletein the
area

In addition, Palmetto Hedth hos-
pita system has announced it will
donate 33 Automated External
Defibrillators to Richland County
middle and high schools.

Currently, Benedict does not auto-
matically provide echocardiograms
for itsahletes Athletes haveto teke
physical screenings, and if the col-
lege is aware of any health prob-
lems, those students are given refer-
ralsto hedth providers.

“We follow the trend in college
hedlth needs, and we givereferrads
for sudents with specia problems,”
said Petricia Powell, R.N., director
of Hedlth Services.

Powell said all sudents are given
health screenings before entering
Benedict, adding thet her office has
not seen agrest number of sudents
with cardiac problems.

For those living with Hyper-
trophic Cardiomyopathy, thereis
no cure, but there are treatment
options such as medications, heart
transplants, and pacemakers.
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Tiger News

LOVE GRAMS

'\I 7 Readers \Valentine's

(\

LOVE GRAMS sent in by a few of our
readersfor their special love ones.

&
| Dayis over, bt Happy Valentines Day; Thomfzs
" "f "J' your love  Hunter, from the love of your life
- remains. e ] , N
- smre thes  @ndyourlongtime friend.

Love , Harmoni

“Ebonee Williams, the sun
above, my dreams for the past
few weeks, you've shined upon
me.” Secret Admirer

“I love you, Evita.”
LOVE, Grand Mom

“Ilove working forG.S. L.”
Rose & Company

“Happy Valentines Day!” “Zakiyyah, my earth, my star, ny

queen, thanks for a year of love.”
“Ilove you Star; Q, Rachel, Rose, ~ Your Soldier
Kendra &Erica, you guys dare nty

Sisters for life!” Tiera “Happy love day to all the

ladies, especially the one who

“Dear Mommy, thanks interviewed me.” Vanilla Sky.
for allyou've done.
Happy V-Day.” Love, Boosie “Nobody loves Alice Stiward
like Mundo Selah.”
“Gill, sorry it did not work. If JAH Bless

nothing else, know thatyou are
loved! May your new mate feel
as special as you made me feel!
4 real.”

You know who

“Benedictstudents. .. This Valen-
tines Day, love God, love your-
self; love learning, love life! God
bless you!”

Kier Moore

Valentine’s
Day purchases.

5@%@gamf5&n@ylbwamwmdﬁk)%nf

Students packed the bookstore looking for
that special Valentine’s Day gift.

Tiffany Spencer holds the Valentine’s
Day balloons she purchased for her
kids.

Members from the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc. say no love is really love unless you are
safe. They handed out condoms as gifts for
Valentine’s Day.

Rod Baker kneels down on
one knee to give Icko Jones
a flower. How sweet!

e:rcn'usru'e.fj- ot
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BLACK COLLEGE...REAL LIFE

W punchass or payrmask necessany

WEDNESDAYS @ 9pm

College Hill $25,000 Scholarship Sweepstakes
Waich Collegn Hill every Wednesday ol Som e/t starting Janeary 28, to gel the entry passwoed, then log anto
ww. hetcomy/collegehill to aster sad you could be Se lucky wmner of a $2004 schofarchiz. Ce winner per week for 13 wesks *

eastem

fo eter g o win. Al fadiarad, state, local and musicipal lwes and mguiations apply. Voil whers
prchidited, Must be 18 years or o *Wesks may sol be consenutie.
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Photo by Andre Buckland
Members of the Benedict softball team
huddle in prayer before the game against
Winston-Salem.

Girls softball team

in full swing
By KRYSTEL ROLLE
STAFF WRITER
LL rike one! Strike two!

rike three, you're out-

here” saysthe umpire,
as Diana Butler, one of two starting
pitchers for the Benedict Tigerettes
softball team, Strikes out threeladies
consecutively from Winston Salem
State’'steam.

The Tigarettes played their first ga
of the season on a
rainy Friday after-
noon, winning in
only five of the nor-
md sveninnings 9
0 against Winston
Sdem Sae

After a series of
srikeouts, bells, pop-
ups, and just some
down-in-the-dirt
dlides to the bases,
the Tigerettes pulled
off aconvincing vic-
tory. Although only
one of the two
scheduled games
was played because  Winston-
of bad westher, the  Salem-
players went home happy.

Head Coach Gwendolyn Rouse
says she was confident that the
Tigeretteswere going towin. “They
executed well, and the game was
played practicaly error free”

Rouse expectsto go dl theway this
season with thisteam. “| believe that
thisyear we will winin both the con-
ference and the tournament, which
will behed inAlbany, Ga. April 15-

Buckland
Softball Tiger-
rette Erica
Green stills
herself for a
pitch at the
game with

17
All of the starting
players are back
from last years sea
son, induding pitch-
& TinaSanders, first
baseman Tiffany
White, second base-
man Shakia Lyburd,
outfielders Ericka Photo gy i?drg
Greene and Camerarlrj;:\nan
Lashauntae Greene.  catches out-
Joining them this  fielder Lacelia
year are Butler, who Knightina
transferred back to confgje”t
mood.

Benedict, after one
semester at North Carolina A &T;
CyleniaNorris who isaso returning
ater two semetersoff; her Sdter San
toriaMolly, who transferred from al
junior college; Jenna Cestrow, thedos-
ing pitcher; and NatassaWilkes who
isthe catcher for the team.

The Tigerettestook on Erskine Col-
lege on the sixth, losing thefirst of
two games, 4-2, but winning the sec-
ond game, 9-4, with Butler pitching
the first game and Sanders pitchingl
the second.

The Tigerettes have some tough
opponents coming up, but they say
they are ready, and are capable
enough to swing, bat, and pitch their
way into the conference as champs.

q.;;;‘;

BC TiGER NEWS

Men’s and women’s handball teams take second
and third place in South Eastern Conference

By RAYNITA MILLER
STAFF WRITER

enedict’'s men and women's
handball teams' hopes of
bringing home a champi-
onship in the South Eastern Team
Handball Conference (SETHC)
Championship at Georgia State
University in Atlanta were dashed
recently. Neither team won first
place, but the women's team
brought back a second place finish
and the men’s team returned with
athird place finish for the season.
The men’s handball team came
into the tournament as the defend-
ing SETHC champions. Expecting
to bring home more hardware this
season, the conference proved too
difficult for the men to remain the
top champion.
“Even though we were the

{ defendi ng champs, thiswasalso a
{ rebuilding season for us. We had

no returning playersfrom last year.

| So | knew it wasn’t going to be

easy,” said Coach James Rice.

The team’s loss may also have
been due to alack of their usual
playing time. The team only played
three games this season. The year
before when they won the confer-
ence championship, they played
well over 10 games and had all
experienced players.

In abest of three series, the first
team Benedict faced was Rock
Atlanta, a semi-professiona team,
not associated with a particular
schoal. Inavery close and exciting
game, Benedict kept the score close
throughout the first half with the
help of leading scorers Bryant
Suber, Anthony Small, Tywain
Titis, and Terrance Bunting.

In the second half, however,
Atlanta Rock held onto afive-point

B% | lead, keeping the Tigers at bay and
A4 handing them their first lossin the

best of threein the conference. The
game ended 17-12.
Although the Tigerswere oneloss

“| away from being eiminated from

the tournament, Benedict was opti-
migtic it could win against Georgia
State Universty, which they played
next. Benedict men had beaten
Georgia State in the regular season,
18-14.

“We beat them earlier this year,
but all | cared about was beating
them today. | wasn'’t ready to go
home,” said one Benedict player,
commenting right after the game
with Atlanta Rock.

But Georgia State had their num-
ber thistime. Benedict’s leading
scorersin the game againgt Atlanta
Rock were held in check by Geor-
gia State. GSU kept the lead most
for most of the game and never
looked back. The Tigerslogt in the
match up against GSU, 8-12.

The men finished the overall sea
son 1-4 and 1-1 in the SETHC.

“It was a tough loss for us
because there was so much pres-
sure on us as the defending cham-
pions. | don't think thet it was pres-
sure from the other teams that got

o 01w

March SpPorTS CALENDAR

6  BASKETBALL - S.I.A.C TOURNAMENT (AT ALBANY, GA.)
SOFTBALL - BC vs. FORT VALLEY STATE (AT FT. VALLEY)
BASEBALL - BC vs. ALBANY STATE (AT ALBANY)

SOFTBALL - BC vs. ALBANY STATE (AT ALBANY)

7 BASEBALL - BC vs. ALBANY STATE (AT ALBANY)

9 BasegaALL - BC vs. FrRancis MARION UNIVERSITY (AT FRANCIS)

13  BaseBALL - BC vs. MorREHOUSE COLLEGE (AT MOREHOUSE)

14  BAseBALL - BC vs. MoREHOUSE COLLEGE (AT MOREHOUSE)

16  BaseBALL - BC vs. CLAFLIN UNIVERSITY (HOME)

SoFTBALL - BC vs. ALBANY STATE (HOME)

18  BaseBaLL -BC vs. VOORHEES COLLEGE (HOME)

19  SorTBALL - BC vs. CLARK-ATLANTA (HOME)

20  SOFTBALL - BC vs. FORT VALLEY STATE (AT FT. VALLEY)

1pm.
12 NOON
9 AM.
1pPM.
4 p.M.
12 NOON
1pPM.
2 P.M.
2 PM.
3 PM.
4 pM.
1pPM.

for the score.

to us, but the pressure that we put
on oursalvestowin,” said an upset
BC player.

Nonetheless, Coach Rice sad thet
he was very proud of his team,
despite the rebuilding season and a
lack of games to give the team
more experience.

“Thereisalot of talent on this
team. | look forward to helping our
returning players work toward
regaining the championship next
season,” he said.

The women’s team fared better
than the men, but not much. In the
first round of a best of three tour-
naments, the lady Tigers played
the University of Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Thelady Tigerswere

in a see saw battle with
the lady Tarheels
throughout the game.
Degpite their best efforts
on offense and defense,
Benedict women fell to
UNC, 3-5.

The team members
said they did everything
they could to try to
soore, but no matter what
they did, the Tarheels
had an answer for it.

Like the men, the lady
Tigers were one loss
away from going home

Photo by Raynita Miller - early, when they met
Right back Anthony Small attempts to drive in

their next opponent, Fur-
man University.

Furman has beaten the
lady Tigers by an average of 13.6
points every game al season. “We
always look forward to playing
them becauseit's such agood riva-
ry. Thereésno love lost between us.
They’ ve beaten us al season and
every time we play them we look
forward to getting the upset,” said
team member Raynita Miller.

Both teams showed how badly
they wanted to win, since both
teams had taken lossto UNC and
were on the verge of going home.

Benedict took the lead, however,
going into the second haf. Furman
wouldn't give up, taking back the
lead half way through the second
half.

With stdlar defense by Benediict's

“ Our teamwork and defense is what won the game for us. It felt
good to knock them (Furman) out of them out of the tour nament
early, especially since they knocked us out in the championship
last year. We' ve always been the underdog because they have
beaten us over the past few seasons, but we got themthistime.”

Raushana Gregg,

Wbmen's Handball Team Captain,

speaking of her teammates’ 2nd place finish
inthe SETHC championship

goalie Mdlissa Reese, Furman was
held to seven points while Bene-
dict’s offense dominated the rest of
the game.

Leading scorers Shanetal Hayes,
Raushana Gregg, and Kim Webber
helped the lady Tigers regain the
lead, and they never looked back.
Benedict upset Furman, 10-7.

Team Captain Raushana Gregg
said their teamwork and defense
was what won the game for them.
“It felt good to knock them out of
them out of the tournament early,”
she said. “Especially since they
knocked us out in the champi-
onship last year. We've always
been the underdog because they
have beaten us over the past few
seasons, but we got them thistime.”

Assistant Coach Rosland Clark
said, “We couldn’t have won this
game without Melissa's defense.
She's been an excellent goalie al
season, but she definitely came
through for ustoday.”

The championship game was a
rematch between Benedict and
UNC. The lady Tarheels took a
commanding lead early and never
looked back. The lady Tigerstried
everything to get themselves back
into the game, but they smply ran
out of gas, losing 2-11.

The women’s team took home
second place for the second year in
arow.

“We lost because we strayed
away from what got us to the
championshipsin the first place:
defense and teamwork. They got
the best of us early and we fell
apart,” said Gregg.

Thelady Tigers sghtsare dready
on winning the championship next
Season.

“Asasenior, next year | want our
team to go out as champions. The
way we played this season showed
that we deserveit,” said Gregg.

Former BC football player on the

fagt track to hisNFL dream

Cortez Oliver hopes
to get picked by the
New York Jets

By DELAQUA PICKETT
STAFF WRITER

ecember 2003 Benedict
D graduate Cortez Oliver may

well be on hisway to the
National Footbdl League.

Though he won't know for sure
until and if heis picked, Oliver is
hoping the New York Jetswill con-
sder him for atop prospect.

Oliver, 25, a native of Queens,
N.Y., has been playing for the North
American Footbal League or
NAFL. Although not as big asthe
NFL, itistill aprofessond league.
He has been playing for the minor
league South Carolina team, the
Chapin Timberwolves. Heis one of
eight former Benedict playersinthe
league.

Recruited by Benedict's football
coach in 1998 from the high school
he attended in Holly Hill, Oliver
came here on an athletic scholarship.
He played for Benedict asarunning-
back for one season. He left the
team to pursue some financial
opportunities; then rgoined the team
in 2001 in the same position. That
same year, Oliver was recruited to

play running back for the Chapin
Timberwolves.

Oliver was named MVP (most
valuable player) for the Timber-
wolves at the second annua Sun-
shine Bowl in Homesteed, Fla. ear-
lier this season. Herushed 14 times
for 160 yards and scored atouch-
down in the bowl game. The

Timberwolves defeated the =
LTW5
NS

Scouts have apparent- -

Horida Southeast Football
All-gtars, 13-14.

ly been been noticing
Oliver'simpressive kills

on the turf. Now, after barely set-
tling in with the Timberwolves,
Oliver has been recruited by anoth-
er minor league team. Heis cur-
rently playing for aNorth Carolina
team cdled the Adtro Grizzles, dso
apart of the NAFL.

“Itisagreat experienceto play for
afoothdl league. If you're not play-
ing college football, you should try
for aleague,” Oliver told the Tiger
News.

Though heis enjoying the minor
leegue, Oliver said he would happi-
ly accept an offer from the major
league, especidly an outfit like the
NFL, the top of the heap asfar as
professiona football goes.

Meanwhile, he has two sports
agents, Mark Seinson and John Las:
tini, who will belooking out for him,
drumming him up in the upcoming

Photo courtesy of Cortez Oliver
Former Benedictian Cortez Oliver

wearing his minor league football
team, the Timberwolves, uniform.

tryouts with the Canadian Football
League and the National Football
League’'s New York Jets. The try-
outsstart in May.

“1 am overwhelmed and estastic
over dl that is happening for me,”
he said. “If I'm signed as a free
agent to play on any NFL team, |
will first givedl thanksto God and
buy my mother ahouse.”

Oliver added thet if amgjor league
team does not sign him this sum-
mer, hewill continuein hisjob with
the Social Security Adminigtration,
at the Federd building in Columbia

For those like him who have aspi-
rationsto play in the NFL, Oliver
offers these words of encourage-
ment: “ Stay focused, and don't lis-
ten to the negativity.”



