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CLOSE TO 175 STUDENTS SUSPENDED

administrators of the college. Nikravesh,

SAP policy may have affected sprmg enrollment

By JANEEN TOOLE AND
TOWANDA TISDALE
STAFF WRITERS

ne reason regigtration may not have

en aslong this oring may be due

to the number of suspensons Bene-

dict's Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

policy isstarting to cut into the student pop-
uletion.

Benedict's enroliIment last semester was
2850, according to official figures. Some
adminigtration officialsindicated they were
expecting this oring’s enrolIment to be about
2,800 sudents. Vice President of Indtitutiond
Effectiveness Gary Knight said, however,
“We might get close, but | do not feel we
will make that expected number because of
the udents we had suspended basad on their
performance.”

There are two scales involved with the
SAPpalicy: quantitative and qudlitetive. This
means thet the Sudents must maintain a cer-
tain amount of credit hours based on their
specific classfication and G.PA. This past
semester, 173 students were suspended.

But there may be some hope for those
affected students. They should not be entire-
ly discouraged. Dr. Mohammead Nikravesh,
chairman of the SAP committee, shed some
light on the subject.

“ Students are reedmitted, and then they are
placed on probation, which beginsthe work
of the SAP committeg,” he said.

The SAP committee is made up of eight

whoisdso the Assgant Dean of the School
of Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics said that affected Sudents have
aright to gpped asugpenson. Only nine out
of 38 student gppedls have been granted so
far.

“We hope by enforcing this policy the stu-
dentswill return in the fall with the mindset
to be academically successful and be more
responsible,” added Knight.

Benedict encourages students to pre-reg-
iter, fill out financial documents and apply
for FAFSA. “A key to asuccessful fal 2004
semedter isto get every sudent tofill out the
FAFSA forms before the month of April,
pre-register, and Sgn dl other financia doc-
uments and the outcome will be a smoother
registration,” said Knight.

Photos by Ali Omar
(Above) Faculty and
staff members help
students sign up for
classes.

(Right) Students wait
patiently to receive
their housing assign-
ments.

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE:

COMPILED BY KRISTEN ARCHIE

Would Martin Luther King Jr. be disappointed
or pleased with the progress of blacks today?

Activig David A. Dorch, keynote spegker & thisyear’s 4

STAFF WRITER

ould Martin Luther King Jr. be disap-
Wpoi nted with the progression of African
Americans today? This was the question
reporter Kristen Archie posed to some students and

staff members on campus on the annual celebration
of Martin Luther King . Day. Here aretheir replies:

“If thisis progression, then we as African Ameri-
cans have a long way to go.” — Environmental

Students Tammy Capeus and Nicole Smith discuss
the status of blacks after King.

,
Photo by Andre Buckland

annual Martin Luther King Jr. assembly celebration

“1 think he would be disappointed because the young
people have been distracted from the movement to

provide equality for all people regardless of race, gen- 7
— Darryl |zzard, director of the

der, and creed.”
Benedict College Gospel Choir

“Yes, | would think he will be disappointed with some
of the situations of the African Americanstoday.” — 16

Nicole Smith, junior, computer science major, of

10am & lpm

African American
History Month Events

Watch for some of the upcoming highlights of the month:

Traditional Soussou & Mandingue West African Dance,
Little Thestre, 12 noon & 6 p.m.

5 TheArt of Storytelling, LRC Room 120,

An Evening of Jazz, Little Thestre, 7:30 p.m.

Third Annud Film Festivd,
Little Theetre, 1 p.m.

12 Presentation: Social Work Pioneers,

Little Theatre, 11 am.

A Musical Extravaganza,
Little Thestre, 7 p.m.

: 17th Annual Black History Teleconference Reception
Columbia 17 & Dinner, Embassy Suites Hotdl, 6:30 p.m.
“In his day you had some that were with himand 18 17th Annual Black History Teleconference, Workshops
some that were not. There are some people today who & Plenary Sessions,

il believein this dream and some who fed that things
should stay the way they are. It isbasically the same.
Nothing has changed. | believe that Martin Luther
King Jr. would be disappointed with how African
Americans are not using the resources and research-
ing for their future.” — Tameka Sanford, junior, mass
communication mgjor, of Atlanta, Ga.

“ He would be confused and disappointed with us.”
— Tammy Capeus, senior, early childhood and edu-
cation mgjor

20
24
25
28

Little Thestre, 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

BC Annua Career Fair, Swinton Campus Cente,
10am.-1pm.

BC Schooal of Honors Induction Ceremony,
Swinton Campus Center, 11 a.m.

Read to Richland One Day,

Sdlected Richland One Schools, 10am. - 2 p.m.

15th Anniversary of the HARAMBEE Festival,
HRC Arena, 9:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

NEWS
BRIEF

Benedict College Schoal
of Education achieves
national accreditation

Columbia— Asof thisyear, Bene-
dict College's School of Education hes
received nationd accreditation.

School of Education faculty and
staff, guided by Dr. Janeen Witty,

Dean for the School of Education,
have been working hard over the past
three years specifically toward this
achievement.

Benedict revamped its teacher edu-
cation program to meet the rigorous
standards of thisingtitution, the State
Education Department, and the
National Council Accreditation of
Teacher Education (NCATE).

“Itisamgor milestone for this pro-
gram to earn nationa accreditation,”
said President David Swinton in a
recent interview. “Our faculty and Su-
dentsworked extremely hard over the
past few yearsto achieve thisgodl.”

NCATE isresponsible for profes-
sond accreditetion of teacher educa-
tion programs. Benedict's Teacher
Education Program met those perfor-

mance-oriented standards. NCATE
has accredited over 560 ingtitutions,
which produce two-thirds of the
nation’s new teacher graduates each
year.

“Our goal isto prepare students to
leave our ingtitution fully armed with
the kills, knowledge, and disposition
to succeed as effective teachers with
al children,” Witty said.
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Memories of MLK Day at the Dome

BY TERRELL BRYANT
STAFF WRITER

LL ne voice, one agen-
a,” shouted keynote
speaker Dr. Ezekeil

Hampton at the fifth annual King
Day at the Dome held recently. The
South Carolina Chapter of the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
coordinated the event.

Hampton, who is president of the
Baptist Education and Missionary
Convention of South Caroling, told
the crowd which numbered over
2,000, “If thereis no struggle, there
is no fight!” He insisted that if
African Americans join together,
change would occur in their com-
munities.

The nationd Martin Luther King,
Jr. holiday was aday of celebra-
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Photo courtesy of Floyd Ingram
English Department faculty mem-
ber Dr. Brian Reed stands with
some BC students at the recent
MLK rally at the State House.

tion, work and commitments in
cities, and towns across the coun-
try. The day’s slogan of this state
event was “March and Rally for
Dignity and Justice.”

TheKing Day &t the Dome event
was held on acool Monday morn-
ing. Hundreds of marchers, sup-
porters, and rally-goers began the
day by filling the pews at Zion
Baptist Church, located on Wash-
ington Street in downtown Colum-
bia, before the march began.

People of all races and colors
gathered there as Dr. SheilaKoger,
aColumbiaareaevangdis, deliv-
ered a message of remembrance
and hope on Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and his dreams.

From the church, the marchers
made their way to the State House.

“Don't stop; don’t shop until the
flag drops.” These words and oth-
er dogans were printed on dozens
of bright yellow NAACP signs
waved in the air by the marchers.

Event organizers say that there
will be a continued economic boy-
cott on the state, until the Confed-
erate flag is removed off the State
House grounds and put into a place
that holds historical artifacts, like
amuseum.

“Tell the truth you dissed our
youth,” read another sign distrib-
uted by NAACP organizers. Dr.
John Jackson, the director of the
NAACP National Education
Department, told the crowd he saw
on television how the government
paid $50,000 to save adog out in
the sea, yet South Carolina only
spends approximately $1,700 per
child per year for an education.

“How much moreisthe dog than

our kids?’ he asked. He also com-
mented on how some students
from Stratford High School in
Goose Creek near Charleston were
recently searched by armed specid
police teams.

Five students from the school,
who were at therally, talked about
the humility, hurt and betrayd they
experienced when their high school
was raided last November. Police
came in with their guns drawn and
dogs as students filled the hallway.
The students said that blacks were
targeted in thisincident, which got
national attention.

Since 2000, King Day at the
Dome has been an annual event
coordinated by the NAACP in
effortsto bring the Confederate flag
off the State House grounds. Find-
ly in 2002, the Confederate flag,
which flew atop the State House
dome for decades, was removed
from the dome, but then the State
Legidlature voted to put it on the
front lawn of the State House, in
closer display to the public, asa
compromise.

Keeping BC politically aware

SC. Primary offers
sudents opportunity
toget involved in
election process

By KEIANA PAGE

STAFF WRITER
litically speaking, the year
004 is very important for
many reasons.

Firg, it's an election year, which
could bring a new president to this
country. On Tues., Feb. 3, South
Carolinawill hold apresidentia pri-
mary for the Democretic Party.

This primary is the first in the
South and one of the earliest in the
country. With this major event in
the public'sthoughts, many are left
to wonder what's going on and how
they can get more politicaly
involved whilein college.

To get moreinformation about the
presdentid primary, the Tiger News
went to Joiquim Barnes, a director
with the S.C. Democratic Party
headquarters. According to Barnes,
aprimary election takes place so
that votersin that state can sdect a
nominee for apolitical party. The
candidate who winsthe most state
primaries will represent his or her
political party in the general presi-
dential election.

At presstime, the candidatesin
the South Carolina democratic pri-
mary are Wesley Clark, Howard
Dean, John Edwards, John Kerry,
Dennis Kucinich, Joe Lieberman,
and Al Sharpton.

The democratic primary in South
Cardlinaisvery important because
whoever wins here may becomethe
party’s presidential nominee. The
primary aso dlows new votersthe
opportunity to get involved in what
might be their first primary.

The upcoming democratic presi-
dential primary also offers oppor-
tunities for Benedict students to
become more paliticaly active.

The first step to getting politica-
ly activeisby voting. There are sev-
eral placesto get registered to vote
herein Columbia Theseincludethe
locdl board of voter registration and
the Department of Motor Vehicles.
The Richland County Board of Vot-
er Regidration islocat-
ed & 2020 Hampton St.

Severd civic organi-
zations such as the
NAACPds0 havevaot-
er registration stetions.
Several campusorga- [
nizations have also |
sponsored voter regis- |
tration drives.

There are other ways
to get involved in poli-
tics as well, such as
volunteering with the
various political cam-
pagns.

Although Benedict
College is anonparti-
san school, gudents can
become
active on and off cam-
pus. The S.C. Democ-
ratic Party offersavol-
unteer program, which aso provides
sudentswith sarvice learning hours.

If interested in volunteering with
the Democratic Party, contact
Joiquim Barnes at (803) 799-7793
and the Office of Service Learning.

There are also opportunities to
volunteer and intern with various
candidates. To become a part of
Gen. Wedey Clark’s political cam-
paign interested students can obtain
more information about thisintern-
ship position by contacting Tom
McNutt at (803) 779-4479. To vol-
unteer with the Rev. Al Sharpton,
contact Trelvis Miller at (803) 347-

Career Planning and
Placement Director,
Karen Rutherford, is
hard at work telephon-
ing local area political
politically  figures, asking how stu-

dents can get involved
in the political process.

23%4. If interested in working with
Howard Dean, call Becky Robhins
at (803) 782-2772. For John
Edwards, contact Carey Campbell
at (803) 255-8556 for volunteer
information. For those who would
liketo beapart of the John Kerry's
team, call James Dukes at (803)
799-0534. To volunteer with Den-
nis Kucinich, cal Michael Berg a
(803) 748-0456. To volunteer with
Joe Lieberman, contact
Barry Butler at (803)
252-0996.

These volunteer and
intern opportunities not
only give students the
chance to meet influen-
tial people, but they
also look great on
resumes.

There was one recent
opportunity for sudents
to become politically
involved with amajor
political action march,
rally, and debate with
al the candidatesin the
South Carolina Demo-
cratic Party primary.

On Fri., Jan. 30, The
Center for Community
Change, an organiza-
tion based in Washing-
ton, D.C., hosted a public meeting
and voter mobilization drive at the
Adams Mark Hotel in downtown
Columbia. Thiswasfollowed by a
march to the Township auditorium,
where severa of the candidates
spoke and debated. The event
allowed participants to meet and
hear severa of the democratic can-
didates. Nationdly syndicated radio
personality Tom Joyner was the
scheduled moderator for the event.

If you missed this evertt, there will
be more opportunities for you to get
involved in the political processthat
makes America, America.

Photo courtesy of Floyd Ingram
Rally members gather to hear the outspoken Rev. Al Sharpton, democratic
presidential candidate, on the steps of the State House.

Wedey Clark, presidential hope-
ful, joined in the celebration of
King Day at Zion Baptist with his
own message at therally. Clark
cdled the Confederate flag “aflag
of the past.”

“South Carolina needs to come
together under the American flag,”
he said, “the flag of the future.”
Speaking in King's name, Clark
said, “We are going to complete
your work!”

“Take the flag of treason down,
right now,” said the Rev. Al Sharp-
ton, the only black democratic can-
didate running in the presidential
race. “Americais fighting the war
on terrorism when some of the ter-
rorism is being represented with
the Confederate flag,” he said.

“Blacks have cometoo far to turn

around now—Generations have
died to get blacks where they are
today,” he commented.

Sharpton aso encouraged blacks
to get out and vote. He said, “If our
parents did not leave anything else,
they left us the vote, which is not
for sde”

“Happy birthday Martin, happy
birthday, Martin,” shouted Sharp-
ton, as he thanked King for all of
his achievements and the present
day changes because of hisdream.

Speakers al morning long
encouraged marchersto vote. The
NAACPhelped in that process by
placing voter registration tablesin
front of the State House lawn.

Milton Brown of Spartanburg
said he and a friend made the trip
to support the NAACP and the
events surrounding King Day. He
said that he was impressed by the
candidates who showed their sup-
port for bringing the flag down and
by the King Day activities. Brown
said that the presence of the candi-
dates who were there would likely
play arolein his choice when it
comestimeto vote.

Some other notable figures at the
event included State Sen. Darrell
Jackson and former presidential
candidate Carol Mosely Braun,
who came to show her support for
the NAACP sinitigtive to bring the
flag down.

T

Photo courtesy of Floyd Ingram

Some Benedict AKA's flash symbols of empowerment and carry a sign at

the rally.

NEWS BRIEF

Famed civil rights activist Joseph Lowery
leads town hall meeting at Benedict

Columbia— Longtime civil rights activist the Rev. Joseph Lowery,
aong with other notable community and public leaders, cameto Bene-
dict last month to take part in a Town Hall meeting entitled “ The Peo-
ple Speak,” held in the Swinton Center.

“The People Speak” meeting was held to give South Carolina voters
the opportunity to discuss and listen to civic and community leaders
address palitical, socia, and culturd issues, particularly those affecting
minority communities. The Town Hall meeting hel ped set the stage for
more debates and community forums leading into the South Carolina
primary.

Lowery commented on the Iragi invasion and America's ongoing
involvement in that war. According to President Bush, one of hismgjor
his reasons for going to war with Iraq was the possible thregt of attack
by itsleader Saddam Hussein and the unleashing of wesapons of mass
destruction from that country. No weapons of mass destruction have
been found, however. Saddam has been toppled and isin the hands of
U.S. authorities.

Lowery said that the red wegpons of mass destruction werenot in Irag,
“but arein America, in the form of 43 million people who are uninsured,
millions of people unemployed, and jobs leaving our shores, displacing
American workers. These are the real wegpons of mass destruction.”

The audience sought advice from panelists on issues to watch in the
upcoming elections. Socia Security entitlements, hedlth care costs, eco-
nomic opportunity for smal busnesses, and the staggering costs of high-
er education, which force parents and sudentsto seek out loansthat have
al but replaced need-based grants, were al mgjor topics of interest.

Among thelist of pandists were members from health and develop-
ment groups such as Dr. Pamela Roshell, state president of the S.C.
AARRP; Lathran Woodard, executive director of S.C. Primary Health
Care Asociation; Dr. David Swinton, and other HBCU presidents such
asDr. Henry Tisdd of Claflin University and Dr. Lee Monroe of Voorhees
Coallege; and public officids such as Councilwoman Peggy Butler and
Mayor Christopher Campbell, president of the S.C. Conference of Black
Mayors.




BC TiGER NEWS

FeaTures

February 3,2004 PaGe 3

The Talented Mister Hunt

BC saff member
takesback the sage
in awar d-winning
drama

By ALl OMAR
EDITOR

enedict staff member Ger-

B ad Hunt isfinaly stepping

into the spotlight again by

garring in the Workshop Thegtre's

production of Fences. Though this

isHunt's Capitol City acting debut,
he is no stranger to the stage.

Prior to coming to Columbia,
Hunt was a thestre mgjor at South
Carolina State University, where he
earned adegreein professiond the-
atre. There, he was a force to be
reckoned with in terms of his pow-
erful acting.

Before he graduated, he would
have the leading role in a number
of productionsincluding Bubblin’
Brown Sugar, Trojan omen, Oth-
ello, Dream Girls, and Medea.

Hunt, anative of Myrtle Beach,
continued to perform, but soon he

would take a hiatus from the acting
dagefor other important rolesin the
thestre. After leaving South Caroli-
na State, he became an assistant
electrician at the Crossroads The-
arein New Brunswick, N.J,, which
won severd Tony Awards for some
of their productions. He was affili-
ated with the company from 1992
t0 1999. He dso worked a Norfolk
State Collegein Virginia, where he
served as the school’s technical
director from 1993 to 1994.

Asfaewould haveit, Hunt found
himself back in South Carolina.
Happy to be able to blend hislove
for thester and the chance to work
in an academic setting, Hunt acoept-
ed the position of manager of Bene-
dict’'s Henry Ponder Thester.

Assuaging the demands of being
the manager of a college perform-
ing theater, he knew that he would
givejust as much attention to detail
and countless hours of hard work as
he gave to working in front of the
sage.

That he has done. Here a Bene-
dict he not only oversees the oper-
ations of the theater, he aso per-

forms most of the technical duties
there, aswell as handling the tech-
nical needs for the productions put
on by the Fine Arts Department.

Acting, however, has aways
remained apasson for him, hesays

When asked why he got back into
acting after such along bresk, Hunt
smply replies, “It wastime.”

And what away to get back into
acting. Hunt will be playing therole
of Troy Maxson, the lead character
in Fences, the Pulitzer Prize win-
ning drama.

Troy Maxson is a middle-aged
black father who hasto deal with
the “fences’ that have been built
around him. Hunt will need to
muster every ounce of acting talent
he can to play such a demanding
character. Heisready for it, though.
Hisyears of college acting and com-
munity theater involvement have
prepared him for the task.

He should not have too much trou-
ble coming into character since he
had been involved with another
enactment of the drama prior to
Workshop's production. Hunt direct-
ed Benedict's production of Fences

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HOLIDAY SPEAKER

Environmental activist David Dorch

keeps students informed

By GEORGE MOSEs I
STAFF WRITER

fter the national holiday to

A celebrate the legacy of Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr.,

Benedict also paid homage to the

famed civil rights leader with an

assembly on Jan. 20 in the Swinton
Center.

Environmental activist David A.
Dorch of Williston was the guest
speaker for the event. He shared
with the audience the importance
of being aware of how such factors
asair pollution and radiation can
affect the environment and black
communities.

Junior Kourtney Humbert, one of
the students who attended the pro-
gram, said the speaker was very
informative. “Since | attended the
MLK program on environmental
injustice, | an more cautious of my

3linessample

Boxed sample

Kimberly, you are the one. We'll
always be together. Remember the
love. I'll be there for you, Charles

Photos by André Buckland
(Left) Guest speaker David A. Dorch discusses his ideas on environmental
injustice during the Jan. 20 MLK Day assembly.

(Right) Audience members applaud the moving comments of Dorch.

surroundings and more aware of the
ar | breathe,” she said.

Singing, dancing, and other dra-
matic talents were displayed at this
event. The highlight for this event
was the moving performance of the
award winning Benedict College

gospel chair.

Campus Minister the Rev. Glenn
Prince stated that the purpose for
the event was to celebrate King's
life and “to expose sudents to peo-
plewho till engagein the fight for
justice.”

The event was sponsored by the
Rdigious Services Department.

Special Rates!
$3.00 for 3 lines
$8.00 for a boxed message

(makes your message stand out!)

see samples below

| am enclosing:

Kimberly, you are the one. We'll
always be together. Remember the
love. I'll be there for you, Charles

D $3 for up to 3 lines

Send your February Love shout outs
to that sweet honey or your sugar boo with

Tiger News Love Grams

Holla, Holla. The perfect way to tell someone you care!
So don't be heartbroken, share your love.

Look out for our table in the Swinton Center.
Send in your payment and form to:
Campus Mail, P.O. Box 57

Deadline: Thursday, February 5th

For moreinfo cal Terrdll at (803)765-1934 or (803)546-6436

Benedict Tiger News,

D $8 for a boxed message

back in the Spring of 2002. In that
production Education Department’s
Call Me Mister Program Director
Edward Hill brilliantly acted the
same Troy Maxson role.

Nevertheless, the difference
between Benedict’s production and
Workshop's is “not having to do
everything else that encompasses
producing aplay,” says Hunt. “All
| havetodoisact.”

The play’s director, ElenaMar-
tinez-Vidd, isthrilled he hasjoined
the cast. In arecent rehearsal she

Photo by Ali Omar
(Left to right) Bobby Guider and Gerald Hunt rehearse one of the opening
scenes for the play ‘Fences.’

expressed confidence that Hunt will
perform beautifully. “He's amaz-
ing,” she commented.

Workshop's Fences begins the
first performances Jan. 30. It will
go through to Feb. 11. Perfor-
mances art a 8 p.m. Therewill be
one matinee performance on Feb.
8 at 3 p.m. The Workshop Theater
islocated on the corner of Bull and
Gervais Streets. For tickets or more
information, call the Workshop
Theatre at 799-6551.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
11 a.m.

Gressette Center

11 a.m.

8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Camrus EvenTs

FEBRUARY

3 All College Assembly, Little Theatre,
4 Service Learning Registration,

5 Jazz Ensemble & Combo Bands Concert,
Little Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

8 Art Gallery Reception: Dr. Harold Rhodes,
Art Gallery, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.

9 Student Research Day, NO CLASSES,
10a.m.to 2 p.m.

10 All College Assembly, Little Theatre,
11 a.m.

17 Black History Teleconference Reception & Dinner,
6:30 p.m.

All College Assembly, Swinton Campus Center,

18 BLACK HISTORY TELECONFERENCE,
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Popularity of team handball slowly on the rise

BY RAYNITA MILLER
STAFF WRITER

hile team handball asa
sport has been offered
here at Benedict since

1998, it isdill not as popular astwo
of the biggest sports programs here
— basketball and football. Yet, it
has grown in popularity and is
dowing gaining the attention of Su-
dents.

Men's and women'’s team hand-
ball wasfirst introduced as a club
sport to Benedict in 1996 when the
Nationa Olympic Handball Team
held a practice here. Two years|at-
er Athletic Director Willie Wash-
ington, who was then men’s bas-
ketball head coach, worked to get
team handball asaclub sport here.

His efforts followed the formation
of the South Eastern Team Hand-
ball Conference (SETHC) in 1998.

Therewere atotd of ninedivison
1 teams in the SETHC in 1998.

What is handball?

Handbal is combination of bes:
ketball and soccer. Players
attempt to score by throwing a
small soccer ball from either the
six or nine meter lineinto agod,
whichissimilar to asoccer goal.

Players are allowed to dribble
the ball just likein basketbdl, but
once a player picks up his/her
dribble; he or see can take three
steps in any direction. After a
player takes three steps he/she

Handball Facts

must either passthe ball or try to
score. The game consists of two
25 minute halves.

How Many Players?

There are six players on the
court at atime, along with the
godlie.

Playing Surface:

Handbd | can be played indoors
or outdoors on a handball court
or abasketbal court.

BC’sHandball Team Accom-
plishments:

1« Placein SETHC Conference
Tournament (2003) - Men's Team

2nd Place in SETHC Confer-
ence Tournament (2003) -
Women's Team

Six men's playersinvited to try-
out for National Handball Team
(2003).

Benedict is currently the only
HBCU school with men's and
women's handball teams.

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Teams mixing academics
with winning performances

By DELAQUA PICKETT
STAFF WRITER

he start of anew basketball

season for the BC Tigersand

Tigerettes has aready begun
and so far the season looks good.

Coach Maurice Bailey of the
women'’s basketball team says his
team is doing well. At presstime
the team’s record was 5-2 in the
conference and 7-5 overdll.

Coach Bailey’s focus is on the
team winning their conference and
then going to the national champi-
onship.

Meanwhile, the Tigerettes are not
only showing their strength in ath-
letics but also in academics. The
team members have a 3.2 GPA
overdl.

“Give 110 percent, do the best
you can, play hard and make good
decisions,” says Coach Bailey,
describing what he tells the team.

Not only is the women's team
doing well, but so is the men's
team.

Catching up with the men’s bas-
ketball team is not always easy,
especidly after they come off along
weekend on theroad. They are 7-1
in the SIAC conference.

Men's Coach Fred Watson'sgods
aretowin the conference, play inthe
tournament and go to the nationals.

Watson aso believes that educa
tionisimportant. That'swhy he put
together awell-supervised study
hall for hisplayers.

At the home games, Coach Wat-
son pullshis playersto the sde and
says, “Protect our house,” and on
away games he says, “Play well on
the road, and play hard.”

It looks as if both coaches are
going to have agreat season.

v

Photo by André Buckland

Womens’ basketball player #13, Dionne Chandler, shoots the fade-away
jumper to try and pull the Lady Tigerettes back into the Albany State game.

Photo by André Buckland
Mens’ basketball guard
#34, Corey Myers shoots
the trifecta to give his
team the lead during the
recent Albany State
game.

Benedict isthe only HBCU school
to play team handball.

Benedict Men's and Women's
Handball Coach James Rice played
team handbal| at Benedict for two
years from 1998-1999. Rice was
recruited to play while playing bas-
ketball for Coach Washington
(1993-1997). Now hefinds himsalf
recruiting possible players.

“| often walk around campus ask-
ing studentsif they would be inter-
ested in playing handball,” he said.
“1 explain the basic rules to them
and tell them that it'sarelatively
new sport and if they’ re interested,
| am more than willing to teach
them everything | know.”

He said that many of the students
hetaksto are not interested in play-
ing because they don't want to try
something new. “So | try to inter-
ext other sudent athletes” said Rice

Not only is he the men’s and
women'’s handball coach, Riceis
also the men's basketball assistant
coach and gym supervisor, which
mekesit easier for him to find play-
erswho already play asport.

“It's easier for students who
already play a sport to cross over
and play handball becausethey are
more physically fit and disciplined
to play this sport, which requiresa
lot of running, being physicaly
aggressive, and patient,” hesad. “I
aso go downto Atlanta, Ga where
handbdl is more popular and recruit
high school students to persuade
them to come play for Benedict
once they graduate,” said Rice.

Photo by Raynita Miller
Womens’ handballer #10, Felisha Burley, attacks the goal while her other teammates stand ready to assist offensively.

This season the men'steam is 1-
2 and 1-0in the conference, and the
women'steamis 1-5 and 1-3inthe
conference.

Since its humble beginnings six
years ago, the sport has gotten more
attention from prospective players
and spectators.

It takes 14 to 15 players per men's
and women's handball team. As of
this season they now have full teeam
rosters.

Although team handball isonly a
club sport, there are plansin the
worksto try to get it sanctioned by
the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA).

“1 believe that the SETHC is a
‘feeding’ team for the National
Handball Team,” said Rice. Since
he has been coach, Benedict has
sent six men’s handball playersto
try out for the national team.

The National Handball Team,
which chose severa players out of
the SCTHE to try out for the nation-
al team, selected six playersfrom
BC’'s men's team to go to Lake
Placid for the national team hand-
ball tryouts.

Lagt year Benedict's men's hand-
ball teem won the SETHC confer-
ence tournament held in Atlanta,
Ga., while the women’s handball
team took second place. With dl of
the accomplishmentsthat have been
made in the sport’s short existence
at Benedict, the coach and players
have high expectations for the
future progress and popularity of
the sport.

SPORTS CALENDAR

February
1 Baseball - BC vs. Voorhees College (At VVoorhees)
3  Basketball - BC vs. Paine College
Baseball - BC vs. Erskine (At Erskine)
5 Basketball (W) - BC vs. Morris (At Morris)
6  Baseball - BC vs. Barber-Scotia College (Home)
Softball - BC vs. Winston-Salem (Home)
7  Basketball - BC vs. Tuskegee (At Tuskegee)
Softball - BC vs. Claflin University (At Claflin)
9  Basketball - BC vs. Stillman (At Stillman)
Baseball - BC vs. Claflin University (At Claflin)
10 Softball - BC vs. Erskine College (Home)
12 Basketball (M) - BC vs. Morehouse (Home)
Baseball - BC vs. Brewton-Parker College (At Brewton)
14 Basketball - BC vs. Clark-Atlanta (Home)
16 Basketball (M) - BC vs. Claflin University (At Claflin)
17 Baseball - BC vs. Coker College (At Coker)
Softball - BC vs. Lander University (At Lander)
19 Basketball (M) - BC vs. Tuskegee (Home)

Softball - BC vs. Claflin University (Home)

12 noon

6 p.m. &8 p.m.
12 noon
T.B.A.
1p.m.
2 p.m.
T.B.A.
T.B.A.
T.B.A

2 p.m.
3 p.m.
8 p.m.
4 p.m.
2p.m. &4 pm.
8 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

3 p.m.

8 p.m.

2 p.m.




