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Palmetto City Classic: More than a game

A special happening
with blood battles,
step shows, tailgating
and more

BY TERRELL BRYANT
STAFF WRITER

Ithough the Benedict Tigers
A did not get the upset win

they wanted over lest year's
Palmetto Classic champions, the
South Carolina State University
Bulldogs, the Classc was dill asuc-
cessful event, judging by the ambi-
ence and the atmosphere, the com-
raderie, and the activities that it
brought.

As the promoters said in their
advertising, ‘the Classic is more
than a game, it's an event,’ this
year's PAmetto Classic wasthat and
more.

The Classcinvolved many events
that helped to popularize the occa-
son, bring money to both Benedict
and South Caroline State, and build
areputation among football fans
and HBCU supportersthat the BC-
State showdown is where they
should be.

Even the traffic snarls of last
year’'s Classic were far less of a

headache thistime with both city of
Columbia and Richland County
police and traffic copsin full swing
leading into and around Williams
Brice stadium, where the football
battle was held. And there were a
few more stars in town this year,
such as Indiana Pacers player and
Columbia native Jermaine O’ Nell,
actress Lisa Raye, and singers Mon-
ica, Freeway, and the O’ Jays, who
were headlining a a Classic concert
in town.

The Classic was also for the
diehard Benedict supporters, friends,
and alumni, who camein from sev-
erd dates; afew paliticiansinclud-
ing Mayor Bob Coble and Gov.
Mark Senford; and vendors and tal-
gaterswho swarmed around the &
dium like bees.

Asissecond nature at big football
clashes, tailgating was a centrd part
of the flavor outside the stadium,
aong with abevy of vendors, who
set up shop in and around the sta-
dium.

Still, there was something for
everyone, including the students.
Throughout the week a number of
eventswere held that catered to the
college crowd. These included a
fired up pep raly in Finlay park; a

See Classic on page 7

SCENES FROM THE ‘CLASSIC’
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Columbia’s own Jer-
maine O’Neil, cen-
ter for the Indiana
Pacers, and several
other celebrities,
came to the game.

Miss Benedict, Chinae Newton, with President Swinton, holds a replica of

the $50,000 check that was presented to Benedict from State Farm.

Swinton gives touching keynote speech
Records broken and milestones reached at this year’s 134th Convocation

BY SHERIKA PRINCE
STAFF WRITER

ike many standing campus
L occasions, Convocation
could become just another
campus gathering, another excuse
to miss classes. However, this
year's Fall Convocation seemed
different. Perhapsit was the mes-
sage that Presdent David H. Swin-
ton, the keynote speaker, gave,
which was different in both mean-
ing and tone.

The president had the usual
admonitions to the students...study
hard, work smart, know that you
can beapower for good in society.
But what really hit home in the
speech, to use common vernacu-
lar, were hisreferencesto hisown
upbringing and how he overcame
some turbulent timesin his early
years.

Swinton relayed a story about
when he was down and out, say-
ing that by thetime he had reached
high school he was homeless four
times. There were times he was
hungry, he sad, and there was even
atime when he had to et out of a
garbage can. “At times we had
nothing to eat,” he began, and as
the audience absorbed this, he
asked, “ So what? God put the food
in the garbage can for meto find.
Everything isablessing. Troubles
can't do nothing but make you
sironger.”

Swinton had another story to tell.
This one was about the time he
livedin New York. Hetold the sto-
ry of aman who bullied his way

around the Harlem community.
One day someone talked to the
bully about abusing him abusing
hissgter. The accuser shot the bul-
ly while at least 100 people wit-
nessed the incident. When police
asked around for who saw the
shooting and what happened, not
one person came forward.

The community was rdieved and
happy the bully was gone. No one
saw the incident...no one wanted
him around.

The stories were part of Swin-
ton’s address, a touching speech
donein an easy going and emphat-
ic way. He used the stories to try
to get students, faculty, and S&ff to
understand that being here a Bene-
dict isablessing, that they should
be grateful for what they have, and
that they can and are making a dif-
ferencein the lives of others.

Telling faculty and staff that they
have an opportunity to help more
young people than a any other pri-
vaeingditutioninthe date, he said,
“You have the chanceto creste the
next group of heroes.”

To students, he said they should
be grateful to have hard working
feculty and staff who give person-
a, one-on-one service. “Don't be
afraid to ask for help,” he said,
“and remember the blessings you
have.”

Commenting on the level of
poverty in the world, he said,
“There are people garving al over
the world. It's easy to think you
don't haveit good. But if you look
around you will see that you're
blessed.”
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President Swinton delivered a
powerful speech at this year’s
Convocation.

He proudly noted that he does
not know of any other ingtitution
that allows their students to get
emergency book vouchers, and he
asked who had gotten some. A few
hands went up. “We are here to
assist you in anyway we can,” he
said. “You have your books. You
have the knowledge. The only
thing you haveto dois apply your-
«f,” hesad sernly.

Hetold the students that they are
al onthe samelevd playing field
when they cometo Benedict. “You
al start on the same playing
field...we are al in this game
together. We are dl about getting
you to become aworthwhile, con-
tributing member of society. You
have a wonderful opportunity
before you.”

Swinton also reminded the stu-
dents not to let afew bad apples
spoil the barrel for everyone else.
“1 know we have some students
who will skip classes, not study.
But you' ve got to step up and ask
for help. You've got to tekeiit seri-
oudy. Group yourself with a seri-
ous group of colleagues. Choose
your friends carefully. Hang with
the bunch who will help you, uplift
you, not pull them down.”

He then called on the Sudentsto
report any improper or illega
behavior, including anyone they
see seding books. He said the col-
leg€'s public safety chief would be
establishing a confidential hotline
for studentsto call.

Turning to thefinancid sacrifices
that parents make for students,
including taking out PLUS loans;
he asked how many of their par-
ents had taken out such loans. A
few handswent up. “ Your parents
only want the best for you. You
need to understand what they have
done for you the last 18 years or
S0 to bring you up to this point.”

He told the students not to settle,
but to stretch their sghts high. “If
you don’'t think you can do it, |
guarantee you won't. You' ve got
to havefaith. If you havefaith, you
will accomplish.”

Swinton reminded the students
that al of them could achieve. He
a0 told them to count themsdlves
blessed because only one out of
nine African Americans go to col-
lege, only one in four graduate
from college, and lessthan five per-
cent of theworld's population have

the privilege to go to college.

“Students, you have to take your

work serioudly,” he said. “There
are too many people counting on
you.”
In contrast to his message dur-
ing last year’s Convocation, in
which he used thefirst initials of
some common street terms to tell
of hisloathing for those students
who misbehave and misuse the
opportunities that come to them,
this time he was firm but more
gentle and serious.

To those who think they can get
by taking the easy road, he said,
they will not get by. “Those who
are using the campusto sdll mari-
juanashould know that thereisno
profit in thet. If they think that they
will become successful through
crime and drugs, it ain't going to
happen.”

“Statigtics prove that those who
do this, by age 40, 30 percent are
dead, another groupisin jail, and
the others, their lives have been
ruined. If you are going to be
around to age 95, you cannot do
those things. When peopletdll you
to do those things, that’s stupid
rhetoric...it’s proven that thereisa
formulafor success”

Swinton ended his speech with
more words of wisdom. “Don’t
look for people to give you every-
thing. Life doesn't work that way.
You haveto be active, participate,
and study. Everything isabless-
ing. Troubles don't do anything but
make you stronger...nothing can
stop you unlessyou let it sop you.”

See Keynote on page 7
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Braun announces presidential intentions at Benedict

By TANISHA POLITE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

reaking barriers, building
B bridges, and bringing peo-

ple together was the three-
part theme of Illinois resident Car-
ol Mosdey-Braun, as she announced
her officid candidacy for the demo-
cratic nomination for president at
Benedict last month.

Mosdley-Braun, aminority twice
over inthe presidential race, isthe
only female of the eight other
Democretic presdentid candidates
and one of two African American
candidates.

Moseley-Braun told a crowd of
over 200 in the packed press con-
ference in the Swinton Center that
sheis dedicated to peace, prosper-
ity, and progressto end “this coun-
try’s exploitation.”

Criticizing America s foreign pol-
icy, she said, “It isthe spirit of our
people that make this country
great.”

Mosdley-Braun, aformer ambas-
sador to New Zealand and the first
and only African American woman
to have been aU.S. Senator, where
she served on the finance commit-

tee, said, “| am practical and not
afraid of partnerships. | am com-
mitted to making the world better
for our children.”

Under her leadership Moseley-
Braun said that shewould creste an
American renaissance by creating
“partnerships for justice,” would
take greater fiscal responsibility,
bring national, state and local gov-
ernments together, and create new
industries and new wedlth.

With her innovative ideas, she

Photo by Ne’ Toya Thompson
Moseley-Braun is all smiles as she announces her candidacy for president.

vowed she could fix the“mess’ cre-
ated by the current presidentid lead-
ership.

Moseley-Braun faces eight other
democratic candidates: Wesley
Clark of Arkansas, Howard Dean
of Vermont, Dick Gephard of Mis-
souri, Bob Graham of Horida, John
Kerry of Massachusetts, Dennis
Kucinich of Ohio, Joe Liberman of
Connecticut, and Al Sharpton of
New York.

Shetold the Benedict audience

Service Learning Expo attracts many businesses

BY MARCO BROOKS
STAFF WRITER

The Swinton Center was
crowded dl day as scores of
students passed through,
looking & materials on tablesfrom
various businesses, organizations,
and agencies at the recent Service
Learning Expo.

A record number of site repre-
sentatives took part in thisyear’s
Expo. Over 85 sites were repre-
sented.

“ The Service Learning Expo
makes things a lot easier ...|
mean the sites actually came
to the college. We did not have
to go out and find them like we
did back in the day when |
was a freshman.”
Patrick Mills,
Senior

“I can always depend upon Bene-
dict whenever the subject of vol-
unteering and helping out is men-
tioned,” said Rolanda Hankins, a
donor recruiter for the American
Red Cross.

Sofar, shesad, shehasbeen dile
to recruit over 15 students to take
part with American Red Cross as
their service to the community.

The Expoisan annud event held
to provide information to students
about service learning and service
learning sites. A large number of
students attended this year.

Some of the sites represented
werethe American Red Cross, Ss
tercare, Inc., Black News, the South
Carolina Democratic Party, C.A.
Johnson Academy, Benedict Col-
lege Child Development Center,
Big Brothers Big Sisters, Benedict
College Athletics, Benedict College
Thegtre , YWCA of theMidlands,
Palmetto Senior Care, Pametto
Baptist Medical, the S.C. African
American HIV-AIDS Council, and
Wateree Community Action.

Joiquim Barnes of the S.C.
Democratic party, said helikesto
take part in Benedict's Expo. “I
think that what Benedict is doing
hereisadynamic thing. There are
very few schoolsthat | have visit-
ed that promote community sarvice.
| would love to have as many stu-
dents as possible volunteer to help.

My overal purpose for being here
isto hopefully get some volunteers
and to educate the students about
the importance of voting.”

Students must earn atotal of 120
sarvice learning hours before they
graduate. Many need to find Stesif
they are short some hours; others
esgerly search for Sites as quickly
aspossible, so they won't be caught
short before the end of their senior
yedr.

Service Learning director Gwen-
dolyn Green said the program
sarves asaliaison with sudentsand
service learning Sites. The service
learning hours have to be contract-
ed in order for sudentsto earn cred-
it, she said. The Service Learning
Expo helpsthe students to identify
which sites are contracted and
which ones are available.

Severa students at the Expo said
they have begun working on their
hours.

Asked whether sheislooking for-
ward to her service learning work,
freshman Kaifa Oliver sad, “ Ser-
vice to the college and community
is something that each every stu-
dent at Benedict should want to
give.

“As a student in the School of
Honors, | am entitled to give acad-
emic service asan initiative, asa
tutor in the development program
for the School of Honors. Therefore
| feel obligated to give my service.
The amount of hours expected for
graduation is never too much.”

Gaylan Henderson, asophomore
and biology mgjor, said she came

simply because she has been edu-
cated on the significance of service
learning. “1 understand why there
is aneed for a Service Learning
Expo. | can speak from my experi-
ence. | need service hoursto grad-
uate, and the Expo makesit alot
easer to find astetowork to earn
the hours.”

Asked how he feels about the
number of service hours required,
Patrick Mills, asenior and biology
major, said he does not think the
number of service hours needed for
gradugtion istoo much. If anything,
not enough hours are required, he
said. “I feel asif the amount of
hours needed for servicein order to
graduate are not enough.”

“Inthe matriculation of four years
each student can earn 15 hours a
semester and will have completed
the amount of hours needed with-
in that time period. The Service
Learning Expo makes things alot
easer for the students. | mean, the
sites actually came to the college.
We did not have to go out and find
them like we did back in the day
when | was afreshman,” he said.

Senior Stacie Stephens, a mass
communications mgor, also spoke
of theimportance of servicelearn-
ing hours. “ Service to the college
and community is not dways about
monetary rewards but self-worth
compensations,” she said.

Green said she hoped students
understand that service is about
“knowledge and action. Serviceis
the heart of the people, for the peo-
ple, and about the people.”
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Two students stop to talk with representative of Central Carolina Rehabili-
tation Services at the Service Learning Expo.

that, “Everyone has a chance to
contribute to liberty, opportunity,
and hope. Together we can rebuild
an Americathat we can be proud
of. Together fallureisimpossible.”

Mosdey-Braun a0 expressed the
hope that she will attract and gain
more support from African Amer-
ican voters.

Many of the Benedict students
who heard her remark, like Roshan-
daBrown, a sophomore, computer
science major, approved of what
shesad.

“1 am excited about Braun run-
ning for president, and | am proud
that she chose Benedict Collegeto
make her announcement,” she sad.
“I am dso proud of thefact that she
isablack female trying to make a
difference in this seemingly male
dominated world.”

On the other hand, Brandy Jack-
son, a 23-year-old senior, biology
major, had concerns about Mose-
ley-Braun’s candidacy because dl
of the other candidates have raised
more money than she has and are
beating her in the palls. “Braun will
have to work extremely hard in
gaining more support at the polls,”
said Jackson.
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“ | am excited about Braun
running for president, and |
am proud that she chose
Benedict College to make
her announcement. | am
also proud of the fact that
sheisablack femaletrying
to make a differencein this
seemingly male dominated
world.”

Roshanda Brown

Moseley-Braun said she cameto
Benedict to announce her candida:
cy because“| liked the synergies
and symbolism of the school. Bene-
dict has an excellent reputation for
being one to the fastest growing
black colleges.”

Prior to coming to Benedict,
Moseley-Braun made a stop at
Howard University in Washington,
D.C., another higtoricdly black col-
lege. After leaving Benedict, she
made an appearance in her home-
town of Chicago, where she got
her start in politics 25 years ago
with her eection to the lllinois leg-
idature.
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Students work
on the com-
puters in a lab
on campus.

Photo by Ne’ Toya
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MIS technicians an weeks

rooting out computer virus

BY RAYNITA MILLER
STAFF WRITER

computer virus known as
A the “worm” or the blaster

virus, which has been men-
acing computers all over the coun-
try, touched down on Benedict's
campusjust asthe new school year
began.

Benedict's Management Informa-
tion Servicestechnicianswere able
to wrestle the worm and get it under
control. They spent at least three
wesks going into computersall over
campus, getting rid of the worm,
and putting on “fix it” devices.

Benedict wasn't the only locd col-
lege affected. The University of
South Carolina was nearly shut
down computer-wise because of the
same virus. USC was off-line for
severd hourswhile techniciansthere
worked to resolve the problem.

Here at Benedict, when word
cameto MIS about the wormy sit-
uaion, MIS Director Robert Squire-
well and MIS technicians began
searching out and rooting out the
computer menace.

According to Samuel Paschal,
POISE administrator, who helped
MIS technicians Freeman Burgess
and lvanton Manning whenever
they needed extra hands, this par-
ticular virus is activated by an
unknown commeand, usudly acom-
mon, everyday computer command.

Once the command is activated,
the worm could load abunch of files
onto the computer and possibly teke
up al the space on the hard drive,
essentially making the computer
inoperable, or total shutdown.
Sometimesit will wait for certain
innocent commands to happen such

as opening e-mail attachments or
using an email server likeAOL.

The person using the computer
may not even know the virus or
worm is on the computer, he said,
especidly if the person hasalot of
space on the hard drive.

Paschal explained that Burgess
came acrossthe mgjor viruson the
Internet. He dso heard about USC's
computer problem and that agreat
mgjority of the computers there had
to be shut down.

Helearned how the problem was
being resolved; then heand the MIS
staff began working on the com-
puters here, ng which com-
puters were affected and where.
They did a building by building,
computer by computer search, and
installed the fix-it mechanismsto
foregdl it from heappening again. At
leest two thirds of the campus com-
puters were affected.

Since the detection of this despot-
ic virus, the MIS staff has worked
days, weekends and extra evenings
“guarantining” buildings with infect-
ed computers and going into each
and every computer ingtdling fix-it
toolsto arrest the virus. They have
also ingtaled “ service packs four”
to de-bug the system.

Will al this stop another bug or
virusfrom happening again? There
is no guarantee that someone will
not creste ancther virus somewhere
and the whole cycle started again.

One precaution, however, ssy MIS
deff, isnot to download everything
you see. Paschal advises students
not to download from the Internet
on the computers unlessfor an aca
demic assignment or instructed to.
It is also advisable to make sure
your disk isvirusfree.
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Wake up - Protect yourself against STDs

Health care specialists say South Car-
olinians need to be better informed
about sexually transmitted diseases

BY TERRELL BRYANT
STAFF WRITER

Editor’'sNote: Tiger Newsreporter Terrell Bryant took
a look at the growing number of sexually transmitted
diseases among individualsin the state. He spoke with
health care officials from Benedict and other area col-
leges, aswdl as gate health care and regulatory agen-
cies. Thisspecial report warnsthat this health care sit-
uation could gravely affect the state’'s main population
and colleges aswell.

STATE'SHIV/AIDS CASES GROWING
ocal doctors and specialists say South Carolina
isfast onitsway to having asexually transmit-
ted disease (STD) epidemic.

other diseases such as chlamydia, gonorrhea and
syphilis, in which South Carolina ranks high among
states with such reported cases.

EDUCATION/COUNSELING EFFORTS

Still, there are afew agencies and private organiza
tionsworking to get the word out about HIV/AIDS pre-
vention and the importance of testing. One of theseis
the S.C. African American HIVV/AIDS Council (SCAA-
HAC).

SCAAHAC Project Coordinator Vivian Clark said it
istime that African Americans stop shying away from
even talking about the subject and from getting the infor-
mation they need about it.

It'sthe stigmas that are killing our people,” she said.
“We are in an epidemic that has the potentia to wipe
us out, and we till do not talk about it.”

“We need to have open didogue,” she continued. “Not
talking abouit it leads to more infections.”

Clark said that people need more education about

In the city of Columbia, for example,
which has a population of alittle more than
100,000 and the Columbia metro area,
which includes Richland, Lexington, Ker-
shaw and Fairfield counties, with over half
amillion population, there are approxi-
mately 4,500 HIV and 3,000 reported
AIDS cases.

According to the S.C. Department of
Hedlth and Environmenta Control (DHEC)
and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, Ga., blacks
are acquiring sexually transmitted diseases
faster than any other race in the country.

HIV, the viruswhich causes AIDS, was once thought
of asonly affecting gay, white males. Anthony Lewis,
a community outreach specialist with the South Car-
olinaAfrican American HIV and AIDS Council, says,
however, that African American females are rapidly
succumbing to the disease.

According to U.S. Census Bureau dtatistics, African
Americans make up 12 percent of the United States
population. African Americans, according to the CDC,
make up about 60 percent of new AIDS cases among
13 to0 19 year olds, and amost 40 percent of all AIDS
casesoverdl.

The CDC predictsthat by the year 2020, one in four
school age African American children will have con-
tracted the HIV virus by the time they reach their sex-
ua maturity.

STD INCIDENCESON CAMPUSES

Asthe HIV virusand full blown AIDS spreads among
individuasin the generd population, colleges and uni-
versities are beginning to openly discuss the problem
and seek solutions for preventing STD’sfrom reaching
epidemic proportions on their campuses.

Some colleges and universities have been dedling with
STD incidences as anorm. Benedict College has been
working to prevent mgjor STD incidences and has been
seeking ways to keep students informed of stepsto pre-
vent HIV/AIDS and other sexualy transmitted disesses.

The school has had voluntary STD testing for anum-
ber of years. Students can go to the Health Services
Center during hours of operation, in the basement of
Mather Hall, to be tested

Terrell Bryant

STDs, they need to be aware of their sex-
ua health; and they need to gpproach peo-
plewith HIV from anon-judgmenta stand
point.

“Any person of any age; race or orienta:
tion should know their status from the first
time they start to have sex,” she conclud-
ed.

Clark also suggests that sexual health
and STD prevention need to be talked
about in churches, homes and schools. “We
need to discussit becauseit iskilling us,
and all are affected in some way, whether
it bein the taxeswe pay for hedth care, or
theloss of alove one”

Peatricia Powell, Benedict's Health Center director,
saysthet it isthe risky behaviorsthat lead to new infec-
tions. “The best way to stay safe is abstinence,” she
says. “You can get some STDs such as gonorrheawith-
out sexual penetration.”

Dr. Jacob P. White, MD, an intervention specialist
with Between Brothers, a non-profit organization that
ispart of the SCAAHAC, saysthat risky behaviorsthat
can lead to STDs are an offshoot of the mentadity held
by some men. For example, some maesdon't call them-
saves gay aslong asthey perform asthe male with ther
male partner. They may not tell their female partner
they are gay, which is harmful to themselves and their
partners.

Between Brothers targets males who may be engag-
ing in risky behaviors as young as 13 to 24 years old.
Their agesdon’'t matter, he says, especially if they are
aready hearing about and engaging in sex. Getting all
the information to them on how to prevent risky behav-
ior can make a difference, he says.

TESTING SERVICES

Tchernavia Gregory, adisease intervention specialist
with SC. DHEC, agreesthat certain behaviors are more
riskier than others. Thisincludes having sex without
condoms, having multiple sex partners, and sharing
needles associated with drug use.

Tamekia Sanford, a mass communications mgjor and
sophomore, fedsthat studentswho are sexualy active
should aways be up front with their partners about
their sexud orientation and
past sexual history. She

for the HIV virus, for
AIDS, and for other sexu-
ally transmitted diseases.

The school does not force
testing on anyone, but
makes the services avail-
ablefor anyone desiring a
test.

According to Benedict
health personnel, 63 cases
of STD and STI (sexudly
trangmitted infections) were
reported among Sudentsin
the 2002-2003 school yesr.
Thisisarelatively small
figure, compared with the
college's nearly 3,000 stu-
dent population.

At the University of

ColumbiaArea STD and
STI Testing, Volunteer &
Counsdling Services

¢ Richland County Heslth Department
(HIV testing, Midland areg) — 576-2733

* Planned Parenthood of Columbia— 256-4908
* Between Brothers— 254-0162

» South CarolinaAfrican American HIV/AIDS
Counsel (SCAAHAC) — 254-644TD,
Hotline: 1-800-322-AIDS

* National AIDS/'STD Hoatline: 1-800-342-AIDS

believes many people are
not, but that everyone
needsto protect themselves
because no one dsewill do
it for them.

Asthe number of STDs
and STls increase, more
colleges, including Bene-
dict, are offering free test-
ing and counsdling services
for their students.

Testing has become much
easier and quicker thanks
to new technology. The
results from the OraQuick
test, for example, used to
detect the HIV-1 anti-bodly,
can beachieved in 20 min-
utes. The only place offer-

South Carolina over 1700
STD or STI cases were
reported last school year, and a Columbia Collegethere
has been one reported STD case this semester.

Although the number of reported cases at Benedict is
low — with only afraction of the student population
testing positively for a sexudly transmitted disease or
infection — that does not mean those are all the STD
or ST cases among students here.

Some affected individuas may not want to comefor-
ward, or they could have been tested elsewhere. The
numbers aso do not account for those who may have

ing this particular test in
South Cardlinacurrently isthe S.C. African American
HIV/AIDS Council office, located on Hampton Street
in Columbia.

In another test, OraSure, for HIV/AIDS, in which a
sample is taken from the mouth, the results are back
within seven to ten days.

VOLUNTEERSNEEDED

Meanwhile, more organizations have been formed
to help get the word out about these and other testing

See STD on page 7

NEWS BRIEFS

United Negro College Fund announces $1 million gift
to state'sblack colleges

Columbia— The United Negro College Fund recently announced
a$1 million dollar gift to anumber of black collegesin the state,
including a $250,000 share to Benedict. Similar gifts have gone out
to HBCU's across the country. A tota of 39 historicaly black colleges
and universities will receive the funds, provided by the Altia Group,
Inc., aparent company of Kraft Foods, Phillip Morris tobacco, and
Miller brewery.

Pizza Hut now offering dinnerson demand

Columbia— Pizza Hut, the nation’s first national pizza delivery
company, has introduced a new Pizza Hut card that can be activated
in amounts up to $100 at al Columbiaand South Carolina Pizza Hut
restaurants. The cards are a convenient way to give a Pizza Hut piz-
zaasagift, and they can be used at any time, says Tom James, Pizza
Hut's chief marketing officer.

WLTX’sDarci Strickland
providesingght on
a broadcagting career
Columbia— Darci Strickland, one
of WLTX News 19's primetime an-
chors, recently led adiscusson on the
broadcadting field with some mass com+
munication studentsin avideo produc-
tion class on campus. Strickland de-
clared that it isagood time for African
American femaesto beinthebusness.
She said the industry is looking for
diversty so asto draw alarger viewing
audience. To be agood broadcester, she
said, you' ve got to be on your toes, be
focused, and be aggressive.

Democratic presdential candidate John Kerry
makes stop at Benedict

Columbia — Earlier this month Democratic presidentid candidate,
Sen. John Kerry, met with asmall group of Benedict College stu-
dents to discuss the importance of college scholarships and the need
that no child isleft behind.

Kerry said he has dready laid out his plans for Americaif he wins
next fal’s presidentia election. His goals include expanding health
care access, providing early education for children, providing more
quality after school programs, increasing the child tax credit, and rais-
ing thelevel of Pell grantsfor college students.

Angelou shares her rainbow with captive audience

Columbia— Scholar, novelist, poet Dr. MayaAngelou welcomed
the presence of about 2,000 men and women who came to hear her
recently at the second annual Women's Expo at the Carolina Center.

Thiswas Angelou’sfirst visit to Columbia. She spoke about her
memories of her childhood in her native Stamps, Ark. and the major
impact thet one of her rdatives, her Uncle Willie, had on her. Her mes-
sage revolved around how everyone should share their love with each
other and have patience with all races of people.

il
Photo by Sherika Prince
Channel 19’s Darci Strick-
land addresses some mass
communication students.

CAMPUS CALENDAR
OCTOBER

13 Opening of art exhibition of Chandra Cox, Henry Ponder
Art Gallery (through Nov. 14th)

14 Last day to submit Service Learning forms

16-17 Fall Break

20-26 Homecoming Week

21 All College Assembly, 11 a.m., Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes, HRC Arena

24 Alumni Career Day, Swinton Center, 10 a.m.- 12 p.m.

30 Poetry Slam, Swinton Center, 6 p.m.

NOVEMBER

1-30  National Diabetes Awareness Month

Graduate School Visitation

Spades tournament, Swinton Center, 7 p.m.

Early Registration for Spring 2003 (through Dec 12th)

Sophomore Seminar LEAD Series Leadership, 11 a.m.

Harold Odom Dance Concert, Henry Ponder Theatre, 7:30

p.m.

Education Majors Professional Conference Experience

Honors Lecture Series, Henry Ponder Theatre, 4 p.m.

Minority Law Day, Swinton Center, 8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Karoake Night, Swinton Center, 7 p.m.

USC Minority Law School visitation

GEAR-UP Saturday Academy, 8 a.m. - 12 noon

Education Career Fair, Education Majors Recruitment Day,

Swinton Center, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

12 Brown Bag Black Forum, N.A. Jenkins Board Room, Library,
10am. -2 p.m.

13 Bingo night, Swinton Center, 7 p.m.

15 Fall High School Visitation Day, HRC Arena, 10 a.m.

15 Reading Day/Instructional Day

16-21 American Education Week

18 Education Department, All College Assembly. 11 a.m.

19 Brother to Sister Forum, Swinton Center, 6 p.m.
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MUSINGS AROUND BC

Observations from the game room
T

By APrRIL WOODS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Editor’'s Note: The Tiger News
introduces a new column called
Musings around BC. In thisissue,
Features and Editoria Writing class
student April Woods shares some
of her observations around a cam-
pussite. If youwould liketo share
your musings, contact Tiger News
at TigerNews@Benedict.edu.

room, located in the David H.

Swinton Center across from the
mailroom, male and female stu-
dents play pool and table hockey,
and talk to each other about who
will win. Asthey compete against
one another, they show off their ta-
entsand sKills.

Some people sit calmly waiting
for othersto finish their game so
they can play next. Others St impa:
tiently, anxioudy waiting for some-
oneto finish and leave.

Onefemde student relaxesin the
pool room reading an Essence
magazine, while she questions a
male student about an articleinside
the magazine.

Some peopleingdeydl out of the
window, while others outside yell
from below, saying, “What's UP?’
as they acknowledge friends or
associates. Or, they simply say,
“Letsride out.”

Others stand up as they await an
available table to play the next
game and talk about how they will

STYLE ANALYSIS

I n Benedict College's game

—

Photo by David Sampson

It’s game room time. Sharon Simmons takes a shot that leads her to a win.

beat the person that they are up
against next, or what they haveto
get donefor acertain class.

Colorful ballslie scattered on the
pool tables. Students push the long
brown pool sticks asthey try to hit
the balls. The balls make a loud,
cracking noise, then fall and roll
into the holes at the end corners of
the tables.

“l did that sh..! Now gimme
mine,” yells a male student from
across the room. Sounds of dap-
ping hands fill the room. Sweet
melodies K-ci and Jo Jo's, “Last
Night Letter” play in the back-
ground.

The male players not only have
their victories, but femaleswin, too.
One girl beats a guy and says,
“F.k! What you heard? Run it
back.” Her male opponent walks
away. A few of the male students

joke. “She punked you,” they say.
The male loser just walks away,
saying, “Whatever. | got aclass.
One!”

More people walk in and out the
door, peeping their heads in the
poolroom to see if anyone they
know isinside.

Different types of music ... rap, r
& b, reggee, gospd ... filter through
the sound system. The sounds sat-
urate the room.

Made and femae playerscomein,
dressed in their own unique styles,
professional, baggy, outrageous,
comfortable, their hair in braids, or
loose, long or short, bald, tamed or
wild, sizes petite to huge.

Some people lose. Others win.
Their wins based on chance or
luck. Or, it may be they are just
good or lousy at thegame. Lifésa
game. Soispool.

The New Angels

By NE'TovyA
THOMPSON

CONTRIBUTING
WRITER

ple are dying
| around us.
Nowadays degth
has no age limit. At
times you may
unknowingly take your
life for granted. But life is too
short for anyone not to take
advantaged of life and live each
day, each hour, and each second
asthough it were your last.

Desth does not discriminate. It
has taken such well-known
celebrities as Lisa (Left eye)
Lopez, Adiyah, Gregory Hines,
and even some dear Benedict
College students and staff.

Thenthere arethe U.S. soldiers
in Irag, firefightersin New York,
family members and friends,
whose lives were cut short, to
name afew.

As| sit here remembering some
of Benedict’sfdlen— Jacqueline
Evans, Iris Canty, Philip (Big
Phil) Lee — | know that people
deal with desth in many different
ways.

But we can makeit through. As
Campus Minigter the Rev. Glenn
Prince says, “Be involved and
encouraged.” Counselor Mildred
Knighter aways knows just the
right words to say. “Death,” she
says, “isan expected event, but it
still surprises us every time.”
Nurse Petricia Powel |l offersthese

Ne’Toya Thompson

words: “Death is a
natural part of the
process of living but
everyone doesn't dedl
with it very well.”

Student Tony Brew-
ington says death can
make a person strong-
er or it can have a
negative effect, but
“the strong survive.”

Student Tasha Davaughan
advises “Don't teke life for grant-
ed.”

| am a perfect example of
someone who is experiencing
death head on. Experiencing
desthisacrucia processfor me.

I’'ve accepted the fact that desth
isapart of life, but that does not
mean that it doesn’t hurt or make
me sad. Lifeis precious to me.
For when someone’s mother,
father, or even a grandmother
passes, it leaves an empty feding
within your heart. Having only
memories isn't the same as hav-
ing the presence of the person
there.

But there are places on campus
where you can go for help or to
get comfort and provisions for
your grief. First there isthe stu-
dent health services, which will
refer you to Winstead and Asso-
ciates. Then thereis Rev. Prince,
located in the chapel, and you can
aso go down to the counseling
and testing sarvices, located in BC
Cares.

For now, though, live life to the
fullegt! It is shorter than we think.

Sagging Pants: Urban flavor or m:sgu:ded thinking?

BY WAFEEQ ZARIF
STAFF WRITER

Editor’s Note: In this
enterprise story, Tiger
News reporter Wafeeq
Zaif tekesalook at the
background of onetype
of urban street wear,
sagging pants, which
may or may not be a
favorite of everyone.
Since Benedict has a
dress code, he wanted
to see how one type of
dreet wear israising eyebrows and
why. (Some of the names have been
changed for the sake of privacy.)

11 ey Eazy, why you
H wear your pants like
that?’

“I wear my pantslikethisfor easy
access baby.”

Tolet hip hop artist Eazy E tl it,
it redlly is that simple. He, and
many other young black males,
wear their pants hanging off their
butts for easy access.

Easy accessis asimple enough
answer for sagging your pants, but
to some, it's far more complicated.

“It'smy culture,” declares Bene-
dict student Steve Smith in arecent
interview.

“1’m from the *hood, and thisis
how we dress in the ‘hood,” he
says.

Some may disagree with Smith's
stance that wearing pants six inch-
esbelow thewaist is part of black
people's culture, but Smith sayshe
doesn’'t care what other people
think. With a stern ook, he shoots
down the notion that his culture
comes from Africaand not from the
“hood.

“I"'m not from Africa. | wasborn
and raised in the *hood,” he says.

When reminded by apassing fac-
ulty member that his mother would-

Wafeeq Zarif

n't gpprove of hiséttire, Smith fires
back with contempt in hisvoice,
easily dismissing the lecture as
garbage from someone ignorant to
his upbringing.

“You don’t even know
my mother,” he says.

“My mother isa crack-
head, and she'sfrom the
“hood too. You can't tell
me about my mother
when you don’'t even
know her,” he says.

Smith has heard the lec-
tures before, and he is
completely unmoved by them. He's
herein school, but he doesn't plan
on changing hisdress for thosewho
don’'t understand the ‘ hood, nor for
what they want him to be.

Even as the faculty member tells
him that sagging pants are a part of
the jail culture, that the sagging
pants style found its way into youth
culture by way of the county jails
and prison systems, Smith disputes
that claim, too.

Not all BC students agree with
Smith. Many students like the net,
clean cut look. They liketo style,
too, and will buy bigger clothesto
be more comfortable, but they don’t
necessarily want to sag too low.

One Winthrop University student
even did a paper on the subject.
Mario Washington, aWinthrop his-
tory major, researched the topic
while interning with a state law
enforcement agency. He found that
belts are confiscated from inmates
asasdety precaution to prevent sui-
cides and other violence.

“Inmates, whose pants waistlines
are hig, walk around with their
pants sagging and underwear
exposed when the belts are gone,”
says Washington. “When released,
some former inmates took that jail-
house mentdity out onto the streets
with them. Over the years it caught
on as a style among inner-city

;!’
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Photos by G. A. Shabazz

Freshman Mantell Richardson of
Spartanburg sports some sagging

pants because he likes wearing them.

“1 was raised this way. It's the style;
everybody does it,” he says.

youth, some of whom spend their
daysidolizing the big money mak-
ing neighborhood street hustlers
who just got released,” he says.

Even when told about the sagging
pants/prison theory, Smith il does-
n't agree. “That'snot true. The red
reason their pants are sagging is
because the boysin the ‘ hood tote
guns,” he says.

“When the guns are too hig to fit
tucked into their waist with their
pants up, they sag them to makethe

Photos by G. A. Shabazz
(Above) Business major Ivan
Wright says he came out of the
‘hood, too, in Charleston, but he
prefers a neater look. “I always
like to look neat. It’s up to you
how you dress, but in this world
you do need to dress for suc-
cess,” he says.

gunsfit,” he continues.

Washington says Smith’'s dif-
ference of opinion is a warped
viewpoint, largely due to the
entertainment industry’s glorifi-
cation of street life. Those who
identify with that glorified view
find it hard to advance past their
upbringing, whether from the
‘hood or city streets.

“He needs to wake up and red-
izewho heredly is” saysWash-
ington, “because hewon't learn it

by watching 50 Cent videos and
chilling in the *hood.”

“You don't hear Italian or Asian
people disowning where they come
from. They're dways proud to say
their grandparents or some older
relatives are from somewhere like
Koreaor Italy. They go on and on
about their heritage because their
parents make sure they know it,”
he says.

“Yeah sure, they may dresslike
Americans, watch MTV and BET
everyday, and they may evenrap a
little, but they never forget the coun-
try where their people boarded a
boat to come here. Youcangotoa
Chinese restaurant or look at any
Rocky movie to see thet. We (black
people) are the only oneswho ether
don’t know or don't care about our
true heritage, and that's a shame,”
Washington concludes.

Are sagging pants afairly recent
additive to the spice of black peo-
plesculture, or something engraved
into the minds of black men after
thousands of hourslocked downin
the prison yards?

Evenif itisjust another fad con-
jured up by the brainwashing toal,
more commonly known as the
entertainment industry, seeing
young black men sagging their
pants as they walk the street is as
common as spotting aMcDonalds
on theinterstate exit.

Whatever itis, thestyleisat least
15 years old now, so it has demon-
strated some longevity, but with the
indecisive winds of change styles
travel on, who knows how much
longer it will last.

“When released, some former inmates took that jailhouse
mentality out onto the streets with them. Over the years,
[sagging pants] caught on as a style among inner-city youth,
some of whom spend their days idolizing the big money
making neighborhood street hustlerswho just got released.”

Mario Washington
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Miss Benedict and attendants exude talent, poise and charm

BY CHYNEEDA HALL
ASSISTANT EDITOR

S. Benediict and her court
M areintdligent, intellectu-

a, and beautiful women.
But besdes these qudlities, they are
also very talented.

Ms. Benedict 2003-2004 Zandra
Chinae Newton, a 21-year old
senior mgjoring in Socid Work, has
performed professondly asasnger
and actress for several years. She
has performed in local theater,
including the Town Thester, where
she played the lead role of Dorothy
in the summer production, The Wz

Asked what she most lovesto do
in her sparetime, she said shelikes
listening to music, talking on the
phone, and spending time with her
family.

For the talent portion of the Miss
Benedict Pageant last year, she sang
the song “Home” from The Wiz
soundtrack. She received a stand-
ing ovation.

Asked how shefdt about winning
Miss Benedict, she said, “When |

won, | was so happy. | could not
believeit. | was scared but happy
al a the sametime.”

She recently represented Benedict
in the Miss HBCU Pageant in
Atlanta, Ga., where she placed in
the top ten, competing against 40
other college queens.

Asked how her year has been
since she was selected as Miss
Benedict, shesad, “I knew that my
life would change, and | knew |
really was going to have to be on
point with everything.”

So far, Miss Benedict has been on
point, serving the college in anum-
ber of capacities. Besidesthe Miss
HBCU Peageant, she has represent-
ed Benediict & college functionsand
other community events, and
attended the Miss South Carolina
State and Miss Voorhees corona
tions.

This month she was officially
crowned as Miss Benedict at the
Coronation on Oct. 10. She spent
many days preparing for thet, while
keeping up with her academic and
college responsihilities.

A native of Columbia, she said her
plansfor the remainder of the year
areto “interact with students on a
positive note at al times.”

She dso wants to implement new
social activities for studentson a
mental, physical, and emotional
level.

Besides Newton, students had
treat watching and hearing from the
first and second attendantsto Miss
Benedict, Stephanie Prophet and
Andrea Fogter.

Prophet, anative of Augusta, Ga.
and asenior mgoring in mass com-
munication, has dso brought anew
level of talent to the college. She
performed a monologue and sang
aspiritual for the Miss Benedict
Pageant.

Prophet hopes one day to become
aminister and use her tentsto help
others. Her favorite hobbies are
snging, writing, reading, shopping,
and spending time with her mom.
She hastwo brothers, one younger
and one older.

Second Attendant Andrea Foster
also brings some diverse talent to

Benedict. She haslived in Vicenza,
Italy for the last ten years, but was
born in Macon, Ga. Fogter, asenior
mgoring in crimind justice, hasone
older sdter.

For her talent, she performed a
monologue and played the role of
an arline gewardess asking aques-
tion asareminder of the horrors of
davery.

Not only have the queen and her
attendants worked together well,
they have also become genuinely
closer.

When hearing that Newton had
placed in the top ten at the Miss
HBCU Pageant, Prophet said she
felt so good about her winning. “I
fdt that Chinae did awonderful job
inthe pageant,” said Prophet. “Her
placing set ahigh standard for her-
sdlf and Benedict College.”

Foster added, “I am so proud of
our Ms. Benedict. She represents
hersdlf and Benedict College well.
It is my deepest and truest belief
that Zandra Chinae Newton wasthe
best. She walked away atrue win-
ner for the college.”

Photo by David J. Sampson
Chinae Newton, Miss Benedict
2003-2004, flashes a beautiful
smile at the recent Classic game.

Students can expect more from
this talented trio, who represent
Benedict so well. They will have
the chance to see and hear more
from them, not only astalented per-
formers but as intellectua achiev-
ers, a events throughout the year.

BC students and faculty get involved with community theatre

BY TOWANDA TISDALE
STAFF WRITER

4 The play’sthething’, in
the words of Shake-
speare. Certainly afew

Benedict students and faculty have

found that the play isthe thing.
Benedict students and faculty
have been involved with local the-
ater productions in the past. One of
the newest local theater productions
that has been kegping some Bene-
dict faculty and staff on their toes
night after night, performance after
performance, is the Columbia
Workshop Theater’s production of
the musical Ragtime, adapted from
E.L. Doctorow’s 1970 nove, which
dealswith racism at the turn of the
20th century.
Benedict students Wilbur Glover

I, April Keley, Jenniel Manswell,

Ali Omar and Patrick Scarborough

open auditions, inviting Benedict
studentsto try ot.

“You haveto be disciplined,” sad
Blanks, adding that some students
did not listen to directions. “Three
students just stopped coming to
rehearsas,” he said.

Then he has to make sure the
actors and actresses understand
what he wants and expects, whether
they are students or seasoned pro-
fessionals. “We want people to
watch it, not only to enjoy it, but to
take away that fedling that Ameri-
cacan be awonderful placeif we
all work together. Race redlly does-
n't matter. It'sall about humanity.”

Kershaw, who aso directs Bene-
dict’'s Concert Choir, explained that
Blanks approached her about the
production, convincing her thet they
should do a show together. As
musical director, Kershaw had to
work with each soloist; some

4
i

with agroup of friends have start-
ed their own theatrical company

appeared either on stage or behind  required vocal training. *l worked - 41 the Artist Mecca, discussed
the scenesin the production, which  withal of thesmall ensemblesand 1, she got involved with the
ran two weeks over the scheduled  With the entire cast,” she said. In musical. “Dr. Kershaw ismy men-
run becgjseof the - - - - tor,” she said. “I
popularity of the  * \We want people to watch it, not only to enjoy it, have aways had
Shg';“’c'ulty mem. DU tO take away that feeling that America can be  @ninerstintte
bers involved @ wonderful place if we all work together. Race ith Kershaw,
with the show ’ , itv” and she told me
 luded. Soott really doesn't matter. It's all about humanity. el

Blanks, an associ-

Scott Blanks  tions | auditioned

ate professor in
the Fine Arts department, directed
the musical; Dr. Linda Kershaw,
chair of the Fine Arts department,
who served asthe musicdl director;
and music ingtructor David Ez€ll,
who was the show’s synthesizer.

Workshop Thedtreisthe firs com-
munity thester to bring the musica
Ragtime to Columbia. The show
began Sept. 19 and ran at least three
weeks.

Blanks, who has worked in sev-
erdl critically acclaimed national
and community productionsinclud-
ing Broadway touring companies,
spoke about how he became the
director of the musical. “I was
askedtodirectit,” hesad. “l ana
member of the board at Workshop
Thegtre and dso adirector.”

Putting on musical theater is not
an easy task. Onehasto loveit and
not let it become achore, say many
community actors and actresses.

For Ragtime, the production work
started this summer, back in May.
Blanks explained that first he had
tofind histeam. “I asked Kershaw,
and she asked Ezdll.” Then he had

addition to her task as musical
director, she was aso the key-
boardist.

What better voicesto turn to than
some of the members of the con-
cert choir, and so she did.

Ezdll aso had an interesting part
inthemusicd. He had dready per-
formed Ragtime's original orches-
tra score. So, it was not too much
of adtretch for him to use the syn-
thesizer to imitate the orchestra
ingruments. 1 was picking out dif-
ferent instruments (to highlight)
though for thefirst time,” he said.

Ezell will continue to showcase
his talents when he plays with the
Benedict College Community
Orchestra, which will hogt five con-
certslater thisyear. Their first per-
formanceis scheduled Nov. 3inthe
Little Theetre.

For the Benedict students
involved with the musical, it has
been given them a tremendous
learning experience, lots of late
nights performing, and hard work.

Mass communication major Jen-
niel Manswell, ajunior, who along

and got one of
theroles”

Explaining her concept of Rag-
time, Manswell said that it involves
the meshing of culturesthat is New
York. “Black meets white, meets
immigrant, in the early 1900s,” she
said.

Patrick Scarborough, a senior,
music education mgor, sad he, too,
learned new things being part of a
play. “1 have dways been on stage,
but thisismy first musical. Being
in Ragtime has taught me about
stage presence and characterization.
It's about being comfortable and
having fun.”

Scarborough dso discussed some
controversies of the message of
Ragtime. “It is very controversial
with black and whiteissues. It has
taught me that we still have bigots
in South Carolina. | am glad that
we decided to do Ragtime because
it gives people achanceto see what
happens, for younger ones who
don't understand what our forefa
thers went through.”

Ali Omar, a senior, mass com-
munications major, who served as

the show’slighting technician, sad
Ragtime was the seventh or eighth
musical he has been involved in.
“I"'m very impressed with the array
of talent on stage,” he said.

Photos By Pam Johnson

(Left) BC Student Jenniel Manswell bellows out a tear jerking solo
during the funeral scene of the play Ragtime at Workshop Theatre.

(Above) Cast members (left to right) Patrick Scarborough, Joseph
Scott, Daryl Byrd, and Wilbur Glover help mourn the loss of the char-
acter Sarah during the show’s funeral scene.

Benedict should dso beimpressed
with those faculty and sudentswho
helped to make Ragtime one of
Columbia' s best musical produc-
tions.
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Good music is universal: Nappy Roots get back to their roots

Group visits
Columbia;
stops by Benedict

By TAMIKA L. MCLEMORE
STAFF WRITER

LL The whole world is
country,” say Atlantic
recording artists Nap-

py Roots, who graced Columbia

with their presence late last month.

Despite an intense schedule, Nap-
py Roots made timeto visit ablood
drive at Benedict, held as part of the
celebration of the Palmetto City
Classic. Afterwardsthegroup vis-
ited students at Keenan High
Schooal, and then dropped by Sam
Goody’s record store, Hot 103.9
and The Big DM radio stations.
Then, to top it off, Nappy gave a
free concert at the Paace nightclub
in honor of the PAmetto Classc and
to promote their new abum.

The Kentucky hip-hop sensations
have been having abusy year. They
visited the nation’s soldiersin the
Middle East as part of Project
Salute. The soldiers had requested
Nappy as their second must-see
artists, following Jay-Z at number
one. Columbia's own Duce Staley
of the Philadelphia Eagleswas with
the group on their tour. Both can be
seen in Nappy's latest video “The
Whole World,” which has scenes
of the group, Staley, and some of
the nation’s soldiers.

Project Salute also drew cel ebri-
ties such as Bubba Sparxx, Kid
Rock, Brittney Murphy (8 Mile),
Wayne Newton, and the world

famous thespian Robert DeNiro.

“Good music is universa. Good
people rdate to good music whether
you'rein Baghdad, Kuwait or Ger-
many,” said Vito Tisdale, ak.a Big
V, who isthewild cat of the bunch.
The gatement derives from thetitle
of their first single off their abum
\boden Leather, the Whole World.
The chorus of the song amplifies
that the whole world is country, in
connection to the group having a
down home gtate of mind and heart.
Much like the name of these home-
boys — Nappy Roots — the group
says that is how they wake up.
“You mugt be yoursdf and be proud
of yourself whoever you are. Be
you.” Even their names have a
down home touch: Fish Scales, B.
Stille, Big V, Ron Clutch, Skinny
DeVille and Prophet.

Though the lovable bunch claim
Kentucky, al of them are not Ken-
tucky natives. Prophet, who was not
able to appear with the group in
Columbia due to adental obliga-
tion, isoriginally from California.
Scdesisfrom Georgia Therest are
from Kentucky. They met while
they were attending Western Ken-
tucky University, where they
formed the group.

| managed to sweep away each
member of the clan as they were
signing autographs at Goody’s to
answer afew questions fans might
like to know.

Q: What brings Nappy Roots to
Columbia?

A: (BigV): We are on a promo
tour for the abum Wboden Leather.
We aso here to speak to high
school music students.

Q: The new abum, Wboden
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Hip-hop artists Nappy Roots stop promoting for a minute to pose for a picture with Tiger News writer Tamika
McLemore and Tiger News editor Ali Omar at Sam Goody’s in Columbia.

Leather, whet'sit al about and why
such atitle?

A: (BigV): Nappy isclassic, like
o€ legther, andit'stimeesslikean
antique. If revamped and taken care
of, you can makeit last like wood.
A legther bt holdsya up and sup-
portsya . That isthe best represen-
tation of dassc success...wood and
leather.

Q: Are there any digtinctive dif-
ferences on this album versus the
last?

A: (Scaes): Thereisgrowth lyri-
cdly and production wise. Hip hop
stepped up to another level with
such skillsas B. Stille's. The sub-
ject matter iscrazy, in particular the
song “TheseWallsare Closing In,”
which describes paranocia and the
act of people running from them-
selves, responsibilities and their
past. Thisis much like our people
feding thewdls dlosing in on them.

Q: Istherean artist you' d like to
collaborate with?

A: (B. Stille): Wewould liketo
work with Mary J. Blige or Jeheim.
The brother’s voiceisincredible.

Q: How are you feeling about
success?

A: (B. Stille): A combination of
everything.With such a short lived
career 0 far, I'mlucky to dill beat
it, and we're blessed to be able to
make a second album. Man, | fedl
good! Nappy isfilling avoid for
hip-hop and we' reglad to do it.

Q: If there were anything you
would like people to think or know
when they hear Nappy Roots, what
would that be?

A: (Clutch): Nappy is REAL,
down to earth, and we appreciate
the fans and everyday above
ground.

(Skinny was unavailable for ques-
tioning due to his attentiveness to

his adorning fans during thein-gore
promo at Sam Goody’s in Colum-
biaPlace)

After spending time with Ken-
tucky’s hometown heroes, | ingant-
ly felt apart of them. They were
hospitable, charming, witty, and fun
to be with. Good people do relate
to good music and their music is
from the heart. In my opinion, they
are a powerful force and aloving
source. To know them is to love
them. Now | understand why they
cal themselves Nappy Roots.

Note: Nappy Roots sophomore
album Wooden Leather isin stores
Now.

Contributing writer McLemore
interns locally for WEA (Warner
ElectraAtlantic Records) where she
sometimes gets to go on promo-
tiond tours.

Wycliffe Gordon/other musicians conduct jazz workshop here

BY TOWANDA TISDALE
STAFF WRITER

ocal area musicians and

some lucky high school stu-

dents got a chance to

“swing” with a “cool cat” last

month in the Little Theetre. Bene-

dict welcomed world-renowned

trombonist Wycliffe Gordon, who

conducted a free Jazz and Generd
Musicianship Workshop.

The event wasajoint project with

the Fine Arts department and Dr.
Peter Jackson, acting dean of the
School of Humanities, Arts, and
Socid Sciences.

There were two sessions held in
the Little Theetre. Thefirgt ran from
10 am to 12 noon. That time was
designated for middle and high
school musicians. The second ses-
sion was for a general audience,
which included college and profes-
sional musicians.

During theinteraction at both ses-
sons, the student musicians had the

opportunity to perform with and be
critiqued by Gordon.
Gordon mentioned dur-
ing the second session
that he has played at the ¥,
world famous Lincoln *
Center with such jazz «
musicians as Claude
Williams and Milt Jack-
on. He dated that “many
people don't get to talk
about jazz sessions alat,
but they are going on dl thetime.”
Themusicians played a couple of

blues and ballad sdections and red-
ly arted to jam up the theater with
their jazzy sounds. After each
session, Gordon allowed time
for questions and answers; any-
one could ask aquestion about
the business or hismusic. Sev-
eral students took advantaged
of this opportunity.

But Gordon seemed to be
having as much, if not more
fun than the students. “He
obvioudly loves being amusician,
and he'sagood teacher, too,” said

one observer who attended.

Dr. Linda Kershaw, chair of the
Fine Arts department, introduced
the musicians at the sessions and
explained that like music, educat-
ing never ends. Thiswas an oppor-
tunity for studentsto learn that not
everything started with hip hop,
she said. Hip hop hasitsrootsin
jazz, too.What better way to teach
that lesson than to let the students
hear the music and its melodies
and chords than from the masters
themselves.

Music reviews: October brings harvest of new sounds

By STERLING MCGLOWN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

ctober launched the
release of Fall Music
Month. Music industry

record labels al over the nation
have begun their last push for the
year 2003, in an effort to gain
props for their companies and to
end thefiscal year.

Artists released this term are
Murphy Lee, The Neptunes, Obie
Trice, Outkast, and Wyclef, just
to name afew. These are some of the phat new abum releas-
es, justin time for your holiday shopping. Here'sthe spin.

Sterling McGlown

Murphy Lee— From St. Louis,
Mo. has made severa appearances
with Roc-a-fella Dynasty and his
homies, St. Lunatics. He has two
jointson BET and MTV, and radio
airwaves are playing his chords
across the globe right now. The first
single of Murphy’s Law album is
“What dahook gon’ be,” produced by Jermanine Dupri. The
second single, “Shakeyatailfeather,” featuring P. Diddy &
Nelly, isalso on the movie soundtrack BadBoys 2, which
came out amonth ago.

The Neptunes — By Pharrell
Williams and Chad Hugo, the pro-
ducers who composed songs for
Jay-Z, Mystikal, NORE, Kélis,
Baby “The Birdman,” Clipse, and
other artistsin the music industry.
The Neptunes came out with anew
album called The Neptunes Pre-
sents.... Cloneson thelr label Star Trak Entertainment. Phar-
rell, promoted himsdlf with the hit single “frontin” with Jay-

Z. The Neptunes have anew single “Light yo' asson fire”
featuring Busta Rhymes from the Flipmode Squad.

II-I '.H"FJIITH“

Obie Trice— An affiliate of the
group D-12, finaly released anoth-
er single “Got some teeth” off his
freshman abum Cheers on
Shady/Aftermath on Sept. 23. He
made aname for himsdlf on tracks
like“Rap name’ and “Loveme’ of
the 8 Mile movie soundtrack.

Outkast — Big Boi and Andre’ 3000, better known as Outkast, the ones who brought you hits
like “Player’sball” and “ So fresh, so clean” are back with another double CD, which features*“The
way you move’ from Big Boi, and Andre’s 2000 hit “Hey ya’, on Arista Records. The CD isa
combined effort from the group to promote both Andre and Big Boi's creative differences.

Wyclef — The multi-talented
artist and origina member of the
Fugees, recently changed record
labels from Columbia to J.
Records to promote his new
album The Preacher’s Son that
has the latest single “Industry.”
Theabumison sdefor $9.99 a
Uptown Sounds in West Columbia.

R. Kelly — Despite al the public-
ity about his aleged sexud involve-
ment with underage girls, R. Kelly
isgill hot on the scene. Robert Kdl-
ly, better known as R. Kelly, form
Chicago, Ill., is making moves on
BET's “106 and Park” live top
countdown with his new smash
“ThoiaThong” off hislatest abum TheRin R & B Collec-
tion. R. Kelly features all his grestest hits and remixes on
Jive Records. There are aso various versions to the “ Thoia
Thong” song out now. The dbum ison saelocaly.
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Classic

Continued from page 1

‘paw and claw’ step show at the
Koger Center featuring sororities
and fraternities from both schoals,
a card challenge tournament, a
block party, agolf tournament, sev-
erd dances, aVIP presdentsrecep-
tion, apre-game show, an after par-
ty hip hop an R&B concert, and
wrapping it up, agospel explosion.
With the game serving as a back-
drop, the schools aso put on anoth-
er intensified rivalry — abattle of
bloods— with sudents, faculty, and
gaff from both schools vying to see
which school could donate the most
blood to the American Red Cross.
Although State won this battle too,
it wasdl for agood cause, as Bene-
dict folk donated over 125 pints of
blood to State donors' 150 pints.
Tiger Newswas able to get some
responses to the Classic Week
events. Charmaine Johnson, an
aumnus of the class of 2001, from
Myrtle Beach, was surprised at the
numbers of peopletailgating: “The
numbers for people tailgating
seemed to double those who were
inthe stands” she said.
Columbiaofficids reported near-
ly 90,000 persons at Saturday’s
game or just outside the perimeter
— 48,000 inside the stadium and
another 30,000 to 40,000 outside.
The game attendance figures were
a little lower than the expected
55,000 to 60,000, but that till rep-

STD

Continued from page 3

services and to pass aong
STD/STI information.

Many of the groups are looking
for volunteers to help. One of the
more active groupsis the Midlands
HIV Prevention Collaboration,
made up of several organizations
that work to get the word out and
which have various community
outreach projects. Their number is
(803) 252-1087.

Several sites around Columbia
offer STD/STI testing (see box),
and most provide confidentia test-
ing for free.

While some STDs and STIs are
not curable, trestment isavailable.
Early detection can lead to a
longer, more productive life.

Benedict health care personnel
recently took part in acommunity
outreach program at Allen Uni-
versity, with students from area
colleges targeted.

Other schools participating
included South Carolina State Uni-
versity, Claflin University, and
Orangeburg-Denmark Technical
College. The organizers gave avay
protection devises and provided
testing services.

Keynote

Continued from page 1

From the sustained applause, the
audience understood and appreci-
ated what he said.

Besdesthe address, Convocation
was also an occasion to celebrate.
The school awarded a record 52
President’s Trophies (reserved for
students who obtained a 4.0 GPA
throughout a full school year) and
dozens of other awards and honors,
both academic and participatory,
induding deansligts and honor ralls

Swinton aso reminded the audi-
encethat heis celebrating his 10th
year a Benedict. He stated that he
has seen the college go through
many cyclesin order to get to this
particular point. “We are truly
blessed,” he said over and over.

resented an increased over last
year's premier Classic attendance
of 46,000.

Johnson, who traveled from Bal-
timore, Md., where sheisa socid
worker at a hedth care facility, said
shefdt good supporting dmameter
team, tailgating, and seeing old
friends.

A State dumnus, the Rev. Yvonne
Sanders of Columbia, spoke about
how the Benedict Tigers seemed to
have lost their confidence against
the more experienced Bulldogs.
“Benedict seemed intimidated.
Maybe if the team would have

prayed, they could have shaken it
off and might have won.”

Ne Toya Thompson, atherapeu-
tic recreation major from Fort
Lawn, noted thet after the first two
touchdowns by State, the Tigers
seemed to have lost their spirit. “I
think they gave it what they could,
but after those touchdowns... they
have shown improvement, howev-
er.” Sheaso thought traffic flowed
better this year. “However, people
cruising still made it alittle diffi-
cult,” shesaid.

Gov. Sanford, who knows plenty
about palitics, even had aword or

two to say about the game. “Itisa
celebration that is growing with
time” he commented.

Benedict's sports information
director Derrick Johnson, thought
everything went well. “The Clas-
sic has the potential to becoming
great,” he said, adding that it has
gained statewide recognition, and
that the promotions committeeis
working to meke the event anation-
a program.

“The more people participate in
the events, the more money for the
schools, which contributes to more
scholarships. Now we need to get

more people on theindde of the s&
dium.”

State Farm, asponsor of the Clas-
sic, donated $50,000 each to Bene-
dict and State. A State Farm repre-
sentetive said the game is not only
good for the schools, but for the city
of Columbia, and the state.

KenyaBryant, an account execu-
tive for Sonrise Enterprises, a
minority-owned public relations
firm which promoted the event, sad
it would be great to have a pre-
game concert at next year's Clas-
sic. That might attract more people
into the stands.

Only Your Stylist Can Relax Your Hair With...
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For healthy hair, ask your stylist
relax your hair with the

#1 salon relaxer system;

= Gentle relaxing and sfrarghlening
- Mild cleansing and detangling
= Intensive conditioning and shine

Beauty and Passion™
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2nd Classic game was better; Tigers shouldn’t be intimidated

BY JASON JAMES
SPORTS WRITER

The Benedict Tigersfell short
for the second year inarow
to arch rival South Carolina
State, 41 to 7 in front of about
50,000 people at Williams-Brice
Stedium during the Palmetto City
Classic footbal game.

It was a tough day for Coach
Hendricks and the Tigers. They
fought most of the first half, trail-
ing the Bulldogs 7 to 0 with less
than two minutesin the haf. Coach
Wilson, BC's offensive coordina-
tor ,repeatedly told the offensive
that they were hurting themselves
with pendties.

Things seemed to be looking up
when on athird down. Benedict's
Tony Wilson intercepted a pass
from SC. Sate's quarterback Reese
McCampbell in the end zone.
However, defensive tackle Tracey
Stephens was called for a very

Despite start up pains,

questionable “roughing the passer”
penalty. That gave State all the
momentum it needed. “When you
give them the ball back after you
had them nine out of 10 times, they
are always going to score,” said
Coach Hendricks.

Two plays later, from Benedict's
9yard line SCSU'sAaron Alexan-
der made adiding catch intheend
zone with Wilson all over him, to
givethe Bulldogs a13-0 lead with
1:16 remaining in the half.

After punting the bl to the Bull-
dogs just before the second half,
defensive back Shawn Raberts,
gave the Tiger fans something to
cheer about. He had intercepted
another SCSU pass with the clock
only moments from expiration.
With only one yard separating the
Tigersfrom the end zone, Tiger fans
thought atouchdown was moments
away. Unfortunately, the Bulldog
defense was too much.

The second half was al SCSU.

Coty Martin ran right through the
Tiger defense. That helped the Bull-
dogs score 21 points in the third
quarter. The Tigers would finally
reach the end zone in the fourth
guarter on a Terrance Bunting one
yard run.

State ended up adding one more
touchdown in the fourth quarter
from a pass that the Tigerswill not
forget. Neverthdess, it was an out-
standing effort put up by the Tigers.
If acouple cdls had gone their way,
it may have
been a dif-
ferent result
or game.
The 12
total penal-
tiesagainst
the Tigers
seemed to
have made
adifference
in the
game.

soccer program becomes official

By ESTEBAN LUGO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

fter three years of waiting,
A Benedict’s soccer team is
finally getting the chance
to play against another college
team. The problem why the soccer
players could not meet other col-
lege teams was that in the SAIC
conference, which Benedict is &ffil-
iated with, soccer is not one of the
conference’s incorporated sports.
And there are no plans currently to
incorporate the sport.
Nevertheless, the players and
Head Coach Juan Amud have con-
tinued to work hard to improve the
team’s skills and coordination.
Amud, aformer professiond play-
er from Colombia, South America,
came to Benedict last February,

largely through the efforts of Inter-
national Program Director Dr.
Norma Jackson. He volunteered to
practice with the players.
Although Amud wasn't an officid
coach, Athletic Director Willie
Washington offered him the soccer
coaching pogition and gave him the
go ahead to set up the required 10
games under NCAA (Nationd Col-
legiate Athletic Association) regu-
lations. NCAA requiresa10-game
minimum for ateam to beregis-
tered in the conference and to be
allowed to play competitively.
The soceer team'sfirg game away
was against USC Aiken. Now
Amud isworking on the arrange-
ments for the remaining schedule.
Amud istrying to get USC Aiken
to Benedict for a game. Another
option is to aternate games with
Columbia Adult League, a soccer

SPORTS CALENDAR
October

18 Football - BC vs. Fort Valley 2p.m.
(Bolden Stadium)

20 Volleyball - BC vs. Albany State 4 p.m.
(HRC Arena)

22 Volleyball - Tri-Match 4 p.m.
(HRC Arena)

25 HOMECOMING FOOTBALL 2p.m.
BC vs. Kentucky State
(Bolden Stadium)

29 Volleyball - BC vs. Claflin 6 p.m.
(At Claflin)

30 Volleyball - BC vs. Albany State TBA
(At Albany State)

November

1 Football - BC vs. Albany State 2p.m.
(At Albany State)

5 Volleyball - BC vs. Paine 6 p.m.
(At Paine)

8 Football - BC vs. Miles 2p.m.
(At Miles)
Volleyball - BC vs. Clark-Atlanta 1 p.m.
(At Clark-Atlanta)

club competition. Benedict players
have competed on the club leve for
three seasons.

Regarding recruitment, Amud has
been doing some, and there are at
least three new players this season.
He hopes to reinforce the team on
key position while continuing to
give the team as international a
favor as possble. He wantsto have
some of the best soccer playershe
can get, most of whom come from
different countries.

Freshman goalkeeper Emerson da
Silva of South Paulo, Brazil, is
poised and to be aformidable chal-
lenge to Charles Haynesworth, who
has been the Sarter for the lest three
years and the only American born
player on the team. Martin Dega-
zon, afreshman from Saint Lucia
Idand in the Caribbean, will bring
peed and avivid paceto theteam’s
game. Colombia, South American
freshman Roberto Delgado should
provide his fellow countryman
Amud with avery strong, physical
game, which is very much valued
in the midfield.

The new players have helped to
make much improvement to the
team, especiadly in light of
Jamaican-born defender, Nelroy
Jones, not being on the team. He
graduated last May. Amud, 32, a
graduate of Central University in
Bogotd, Colombia, where he
majored in economics, has been
playing in the reserves of Atletico
Nacional, which follows a tradi-
tiond style, in the Colombian Pro-
fessond League.

He has also played as a profes-
sional in the Venezuelan League,
from which heretired to move to
Wash., D.C., where he resided until
he assumed the Benedict coaching
job. Amud hopesto makethisteam
the best it can be and that the play-
erswill support him. Heisthank-
ful that he has support of the play-
es.

Saysteam member Tremane Bart-
ley, “WEe ve been blessed with the
arrival of Coach Amud. He will-
certainly help us develop our game
and help uswin asmany games as
we can. The Benedict community,
including the team’s first mentor,
Dr. Norma Jackson, is definitively
hoping things will go that way.

(Above) Terrance Bunting, Benedict’s
MVP (most valuable player) for the
Classic, holds up his plaque with pride
as he stands beside Coach Hendricks
and President Swinton.

T
Photo by David J. Sampson

(Left) The Tigers closed out this year’s
Classic with a prayer.

Tigers undefeated on the road

By JASON L. JAMES
SPoRrTs WRITER

Atlanta, Ga. — The Tigers
defeated Morehouse in a defen-
sive struggle in a mid-September
game that ended 15 to 14.

Benedict's Calvin Drummond
passed for 98 yards and made one
touchdown. Then Morehouse
completed a touchdown run and
led 14-8, but Benedict's Keith
Green returned a Morehouse kick-
off 55 yards into Morehouse ter-

ritory.

That led to a 12-yard touchdown
by Green with 7:33 left in the
fourth quarter. Morehouse threat-
ened to score, but Morehouse's
John Washington, son of actor
Denzd Washington, who had been
giving the Tigers trouble all day,
was stopped on a 4th and 1 by
Larris Curry, Gerod Washington,
and Herman McCord. They fin-
ished him off to sedl the victory.

That left the Tigers 3-1 and 1-1
inthe SIAC.

Tigers 2-0 in the CIAA

BY JASON JAMES
SPORTS WRITER

Salisbury, N.C. — After the
Tigers struggled in their first home
game of the season againg defend-
ing conference champion Tuske-
gee, they rebounded with a 26 to
20 win over CIAA opponent Liv-
ingstone.

Likein the Tuskegee game, Liv-
ingstone struck first on a41-yard
touchdown pass from Jod Ward to
Chris Jeter early in the first quar-

ter. But the Tigers struck back with
a 65-yard touchdown run by Kei-
th Green and a 16-yard touchdown
pass from Calvin Drummond to
Josh Gran.

That put the Tigers up for good.
Keith Green led the Tigers with 20
carries for 168 yards and two
touchdowns. Benedict’s defense
limited Livingstone to only 24
yards rushing.

Herman McCord and Tracy
Stephensled the way, with eech ta-
lying two sacks.

Classfieds

Gateway 2000 model comput-
er with 17-inch monitor, key-
board and mouse. In excellent
condition. Office 2000 software,
etc. Pentium 2 processor. $225.
Contact 796-2141.

Make your mark on the world.
It's the hottest new thing.
Essence Magazine voted “Mark”
the best new brand in 2003.
Start your own Mark/Avon busi-
ness for only $10. Make your
$$$ and get college credit. Start
today. Call 877-462-1225.

Topics
“Thug Wear or Culturd Wear?’
And
“Sexual Hedlth: Educating Yourself IsaMugt”

...plus breaking news
Watch for the flyers posted with scheduled day & time of the show.

Wearelooking for pand guests on this upcoming hot topic:
In light of the Kobe Bryant case, and historical casssinvolving
other black athletes, Savoy Magazine posad the question:
“ Are White Women the Black Man's Kryptonite?”
What’syour opinion?

Write or call usif you have an opinion. 253-5297 or 255-2049
or email TigerNews@benedict.edu

Watch for the next
Tiger News & Talk Show
Coming Soon




